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Restorative Dentistry

Dr. Michelle E Ireland
310 Gilmer Ferry Road, Suite 200
Ball Ground, GA 30107

(678) 845-0366

www.IrelandDentistry.com

About

DR.
MICHELLE E
IRELAND

For over 20 years, Dr. Michelle E
Ireland has perfected the smiles of
thousands of patients. Dr. Ireland
graduated with her Doctorate of
Medicine in Dentistry (D.M.D.)
from the University of Alabama at
Birmingham (UAB) in 1994 and
became licensed to practice as a
general dentist. Upon graduation,
she completed additional
educational requirements and
specialized training at the UAB
School of Dentistry to become

a prosthodontist.

Dr. Ireland has served as a professor
at UAB School of Dentistry in the
Department of Prosthodontics,
where she enjoyed teaching crown

and bridge prosthodontics and

When you can't tell
who has dentures, implants

or natural teeth,

we ve done our job!

Our Services:
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e

Dentures ¢ Implants
Partials * Bridges
Veneers ® Crowns * Fillings
X-Rays * Cleanings

Extractions * Emergencies

A&

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday
7:30am - 4:30pm
Lunch: 12pm to Ipm

removable prosthodontics with an
emphasis on esthetics, occlusion,
and implant restoration.

Over the years, Dr. Ireland has
counseled former students, general
dentists and their patients, and
continues to receive extensive
training in the field of dentistry
and prosthodontics. Dr. Ireland
has a built a reputation as a caring,
compassionate, and competent
dental practitioner. Her additional
expertise is a blessing and is evident
in the way patients are accepting of
her recommendations.




Volunteerism In Bent Tree
By Jim Pryor, General Manager

My parents live in a gated golf course community in Pinehurst, NC that
operates similar to Bent Tree. Their community deals with many of the same
issues we do. Every Friday, I forward my mom a copy of the Bent Tree Friday
News. Iwould like to tell you that she reads it to make sure her son is doing
a good job, but she really likes to read it to see all the great things we have
happening in Bent Tree. When I talk to her, she always says “wow, there

is a lot happening at Bent Tree, a lot of things for people to do. I wish my
community had all the things to do that Bent Tree has”. That comment from
someone looking in from the outside really says a lot about our community
and what we have to offer.

The bottom line is that Bent Tree has a lot happening because of the volunteer
work and involvement of our residents. It’s dedication, hard work, countless
hours, stress, and compassion by many residents. As I delve into this topic,
I'looked back on the last 12 months of my calendar to see the many Boards/
Committees which meet regularly to keep the Bent Tree engine running. I am
going to list them all (with apologies for any I might unintentionally leave out):

Board of Directors Habitat Conservation Plan
28 Acres Initiative Keep Bent Tree Beautiful (KBTB)
Activities Committee (BTAC) Lake & Wildlife (L&W)
Amenities Initiative- Private Pass Lake Tamarack Area Master Plan
Animal Shelter Board Land & Development (LAD)
Architectural Committee (AC) Learning Tree Committee
Benevolence Fund Committee Library Committee - Z‘S;éw';r_g
Bent Tree Foundation Sharp Top Property Initiative
Courts Committee Stables Future Committee ———
Economic Development Stables Renovation Committee
Elections Committee Tamarack Treasures
Golf & Greens (G&G) YouthFest

For the hundreds of residents involved in one or many of these groups,
THANK YOU!! Your involvement and expertise make a difference in Bent
Tree. For those that want to be involved, simply reach out to the Board of
Directors (boardcomments@bent-tree.com) with your interest and they will
see if they can get you plugged in to a board/committee/initiative.

Through my life, I have always enjoyed leading and being a part of teams.
Bent Tree is no different. From the residents, Board of Directors, Committee
Members, and BTCI staff, we all work together to make Bent Tree a
community.

T- Together
E- Each
A- Accomplishes

M- More

i The echo is a publication of Front Porch Atlanta. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional
¢ advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material

{ CONTACT US TODAY - 770-623-6220 - info@frontporchatlanta.com
!V] H

F _t P h ¢ published may not be reproduced without the written permission of Front Porch Atlanta. The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Bent Tree neighborhood as a
ron orc ¢ courtesy only. No representations are made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The
ATLANTA . printing of opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.
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Bent Tree Boat Policy Update

By Michael Koorey, Director of Safety and Emergency Management

The Boat Policy within the Bent Tree Rules and Regulations was amended at the Board
Meeting on 4/22/25. The main goal of the update is to enhance the boat ramp storage area

by promoting care and maintenance of the boats and trailers stored there. We also want to
ensure clarity and reasonableness of registration requirements. Below is our new Boat Policy
in its entirety.

Q. BOAT POLICY

Lake Tamarack is designated as a no-wake lake. All State safety regulations for boat operations
are the responsibility of the boat operator. Proper flotation devices for each occupant of the
boat must be provided.

1. BOAT REGISTRATION
a. All boats used within Bent Tree must be registered annually through Bent Tree
Administration. Any applicable registration fees shall be specified in the current Fee Schedule.

b. A current registration decal must be affixed to the left front of the vessel.

c. BTCI shall have the authority to dispose of any unregistered boat on common properties.
Expenses for storage or removal of delinquent or abandoned boats from the common
properties are the responsibility of the boat owner and shall be treated as an unpaid
assessment in accordance with CC&Rs Article IV.

d. Registration is limited by the following Policy:

1) NO vessel rated for more than six adult passengers will be registered.

2) NO vessel with any form of internal combustion engine will be registered.

3) NO vessel exceeding 84 inches in width, at the widest part, will be registered.

2. BOAT STORAGE

a. Boats stored at the boat ramp area are subject to a storage fee as specified in the current Fee
Schedule. BTCI shall have the right to refuse to renew storage based on violations of the boat
storage policy.

b. Multiple boats within one (1) storage rack space shall each incur the annual storage fee.

c. Boat storage spaces must be assigned through Bent Tree Administration. Boats must be
stored in their assigned storage spaces.

d. Boats are stored at the owner’s risk.
e. Boats stored on racks must be upside down and secured at both ends.

f. Damage to storage racks or other boats by improperly secured boats shall be the
responsibility of the owner of the unsecured boat.

g. Boats too large to fit properly in a storage rack space may be stored on a trailer in the
designated area. Only trailers manufactured for transporting boats may be used.

h. No utility trailers, homemade trailers, storage boxes, dollies, sawhorses, or makeshift
apparatus are permitted.

i. All boats and trailers stored at the boat ramp must be maintained in a usable condition and
stored in a manner that does not collect water.

j. Trash of any kind left on or in trailers and/or boats shall be considered littering.

k. No boat shall be docked overnight in the water except by express permission of the General
Manager.

1. Boats not permitted for use in Bent Tree may be stored at the RV Storage Area, on a space
available basis. Applicable storage fees shall be specified in the current Fee Schedule.

m. Boats stored on the owner’s property must be stored in accordance with the CC&Rs
Article V, Section 20, Paragraph (n).
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Public Safety Stats
from 4/1/25 - 4/30/25

By Michael Koorey - Director,

Donnie Arp - Fire Chief,
John Hawkins - Assistant Director

Call Responses

Fire 13
Medical 18
Resident Complaints 3
Resident Assists 10
Property/Resident Checks 7
Animal Calls 10
Public Safety Calls 36
Total 97
2025 Total 351
Patrol Mileage

Total Patrol Mileage (4/1 - 4/30) 2,283
2025 Total 7,481
Violations

Written Citations 32
Warnings 14
Total (4/1 - 4/30) 46
2025 Total Written Citations 116

40 Little Pine Mountain Road
Jasper, GA 30143 e 770-893-2628
publicsafety@bent-tree.com

GPS Directions to Bent Tree

Please give your visitors the following
address (1 Little Pine Mountain Rd,
Jasper, GA) to gain access into the
front gate on Bent Tree Drive, which
will alleviate GPS systems from
sending them to the back gate off
Grandview Rd.




We Want You...

...to email us short stories,
interviews, poetry, and articles of
general interest to our residents.

... to tell us what articles you would
like to see.

... to share with us some of your
amazing Bent Tree related images.

Thanks.
echo Editorial Committee

2025 Board of Directors

Buddy Creef - President
buddycreef@bent-tree.com
713-623-3444
Michael Kahn - Vice President
The Courts Committee Liaison
michaelkahn@bent-tree.com
404-931-4025
Arty Allen - Secretary
Lake and Wildlife Committee Liaison
aallen@bent-tree.com
770-630-9566

Ralph Morse - Treasurer
ralphmorse@bent-tree.com
678-480-2411

Brian Feehan
Golf & Greens Committee Liaison
brianfeehan@bent-tree.com
478-397-6880

Scott Hux
Food & Beverage Liaison
scotthux@bent-tree.com
678-608-6625

David Johnson
Architectural Committee Liaison
davidjohnson@bent-tree.com
225-205-2630

Charles Rice
LAD Committee Liaison
charlesrice@bent-tree.com
470-330-6616

Sandra Stewart
Activites Committee Liaison
sandrastewart@bent-tree.com
202-258-9821

Contact the Editor of the echo at
btecho@etcmail.com

On the cover...
The cover image was submitted by
Lynn Conrad.

Calling All Artists!

By Andrew Kidd, BTAC Arts
Council

The Bent Tree Arts Council is looking
for artists in our community to display
their works at a free artist showcase on
Sunday June 8th in the Rec Room at
Club Tamarack. The display time will
be 1:00pm - 3:30pm. The Art Showcase
will feature all art media including, but
not limited to quilting, woodworking,
multi-media, photography, water color
and oils. We ask that each artists show
up to three pieces of work. (Unless

the items are very small) This is a fun
event that offers a platform to show
and describe you own artwork. There
is no fee to participate and no fee to
enter the art exhibition. The set up will
be on Sunday, June 8, from 11am to 1pm
with the artist show case beginning

at 1:o0pm. Beautiful acoustic/electric
guitar background music will be
provided by Bent Tree musician, Paul
Phillips. Registration forms are in the
administration office. This event is co-
chaired by Sulaine Sims 770-605-1467
and Andrew Kidd 386-290-6002.
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New Bent Tree Head Golf

Professional, Rob Spiars
By Lyn Orletsky

We are thrilled to announce that Rob Spiars will be joining us as
the new Head Golf Professional at Bent Tree, starting the first
week of June! We are excited to welcome Rob to the team, and
we know that his expertise and passion for the game will greatly
benefit our golf program.

Rob is a Quarter Century Member of the PGA, with an extensive
background in tournament management, merchandising, teaching,
playing, and member engagement. He earned his BS degree at the
University of Louisiana, where he played Division 1 golf on the
team. His commitment to promoting the game of golf is matched
only by his passion for providing excellent service, and we are
fortunate to have him on board.

When he’s not at the club, Rob enjoys hiking, fishing, and relaxing
with a glass of Cabernet. Having grown up north of the border, he
has a well-rounded athletic background, playing hockey, tennis,
and of course, golf from a young age.

Please join us in welcoming Rob to Bent Tree - we look forward to
seeing his positive impact on the course and the community!

4
PGA

o s e

| NORTH FLORIDA

st Coatitl Chuntur
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Bent Tree Ladies

Golf Association
By Lyn Orletsky

Between rain, wind and cold temperatures, April weather is still
challenging our lady golfers. April 8, was a low gross/ low net game.

1st Gross: Lynn Manni, 92

1st Net: Susan Carmichael, 83
2nd Gross: Karen Ballew, 96
2nd Net: Judy Crain, 83

The following Tuesday, the wind was still howling, but the scores
improved with a repeat of the game of low net/ low gross.

1st Gross: Susan Carmichael, 85
1st Net: Faye Cole, 73

2nd Gross: Bonny Pearson, 91
2nd Net: Theresa Shattock, 79

On April 29, the weather was finally fine, making for a lovely

day of golf. The game was Grandmothers and NAGs (Not A
Grandmother). Grandmothers take an extra stroke off their total
score for each grandchild they have, up to five grandchildren.
NAGs compete in a separate flight.

Winners for Grandmothers
1st Gross: Bonny Pearson, 84
1st Net: Lynn Manni, 71
Winners for NAGs

1st Gross: Kendall Fowler, 99
1st Net: Wendy Kaplan, 75

You can still join the Bent Tree Ladies’ Golf Association (BTLGA).
All you need is an established handicap of 40 or less and a
willingness to have fun. However, if you are 75 years old or older,
plus a handicap of 32+, you may play from the yellow tees. The
BTLGA plays every Tuesday through October at 9:00. Each week is
anew game, some are straight golf, and others are wild and wacky,
but all add to the excitement and camaraderie, which ultimately is
what golf is all about.



CONSTRUCTION_" - -

_— e

OFFERING
FINANCING

— REMODELING YOUR
CURRENT HOME?

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, BASEMENTS, FULL HOME
RENOVATIONS, DECKS/PORCHES, ADDITIONS,
CUSTOM HOME BUILDS

A DESIGN-BUILD COMPANY

)’0\ CONTACT:
i o E . ] WWW.GHIR.CONSTRUCTION
GHIR CONSTRUCTION 5 040359475
STATE LICENSED GENERAL ' @GHIRCONSTRUCTION
CONTRACTOR
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Bent Tree Niners Swing into
Spring

By Wendy Alpine

Spring is in the air, and the Bent Tree Niners are making the most

of the season—when the weather cooperates, that is! April brought
its fair share of showers, and early May followed suit, leading to two
rainouts so far. But when the sun did shine, the Niners were ready to
hit the links.

April 10 - Low Putts Winners
The green was the place to be as players competed for the fewest
putts:

'® 1st Place: Janet Vardaman
® 2nd Place: Kathy Craig
o 3rd Place: Ursula Chapman

April 17 - Even Holes Winners
Clear skies returned on April 17, just in time for our Even Holes game.
Great play all around, with a close card playoff:

ve
1st Place: Arlene Scott

® 2nd Place: Ellie Girard (card playoff with Laura Dutton)

© 3rd Place: Laura Dutton

¥ 4th Place: Kathy Crai S— — — '
4 Y & Low Putts Winners: From left to right - Ursula Chapman, Kathy Craig,

Congratulations to all our winners! and Janet Vardaman.

- : ”Jf:J' -EEJ:F)}‘I‘.

Unfortunately, the weather wasn’t as cooperative for our scheduled
Low Gross/Low Net and Best Ball games—they were rained out. But
not to worry! There’s more fun on the horizon.

Upcoming Events: READ THIS BEFORE YOUR

° Mayls—MakeYourOwn NEXT ROUND OF GOLF
Foursome: Pair up with
your friends or meet new
ones—your choice!

e May 22 - Member-Member
& Luncheon: One of our
favorite events of the
season. Stay tuned for
more details.

Golf Tip of the Month
Keeping up the tradition
started by our former articles
editor Ellie Girard, here’s a
pace-of-play tip shared by
fellow golfers:

L Tip: After finishing a hole, don’t delay at the green—wait until the
next tee box to put your club(s) away. And while you’re at the next
hole, after teeing off, consider grabbing your next club(s) in advance.
These small steps help keep the game moving smoothly.

3 R

Even Holes Winners: Laura Dutton (left) and Kathy Craig. Not pictured:
Arlene Scott and Ellie Girard.

Looking forward to more sunny days and great golf. See you on the
course!

8 the echo /| June 2025



\o\N Us,
RIBI?;Z)N CUEING ol
& oy 4-6 PM

SATURDAY

GRAND OP ING JUNE 28

2-4PM

100 Villa Vista, Marble Hill, GA 30148 o NEXT TO BIG CANOE®!
770-893-1451 ——,

y ! o s u
W. JASON UCHITEL =@  Being there
Attorney at Law R .
y — vy -_Iiswhy
K 1
104-219-9247 ‘ I'm here.
misteru@uchitel.net
Parish Lowrie Whether you need a question answered,
. . 360?;/’%:'u¢c?herslttreet a problem solved, or a claim reported,
General LaW Pra[tl(e Sm(E ]972 Jasper, GA 30143 my job is to make it happen.
Bus: 706-692-6920
i I P P parish@parishlowrie.com Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Specializing in: : '
. CALL ME TODAY.
Wills, Estates, and Probate Matters
Domestic Relations
Criminal Issues
Personal Injuries
No Charge for Initial Consultation
House Calls Are No Problem
Bent Tree Resident (% State I-arm@
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Bent Tree Foundation, Inc.

Dedicated to Caring & Giving

T

Scholarship/Teacher Grants
Fundraising Golf Tournament

Where: Bent Tree Golf Club

Format: 4 Person Scramble

When: June 25, 2025; Shotgun start at 9:00 am.

Cost: *No cost to Bent Tree members who pay trail fee - donations needed

*Members who do not pay trail fee $40.00 golf cart fee - plus donations
*Non-members $40.00 cart fee - plus donations

All cart fees are to be paid in the Pro Shop
Donations are to be made payable to Bent Tree Foundation, Inc., (a 501(c (3) organization). A

Director of the Foundation will be accepting donations and Team Captain forms at 8:30 prior to
the beginning of the tournament.

Player Name GHIN Number
Player Name GHIN Number
Player Name GHIN Number
Player Name GHIN Number

Men play from white tees; Women play from red tees

Men - Age 70 plus index equals 84 - may play P-2 tees
Women - Age 72 plus index 32 may play yellow tees

Entry Deadline: Monday, June 23, 2025

Prizes for the eight winning teams will be rounds of golf at the following golf courses:

Old Toccoa Farm Golf Course Crystal Falls Golf Course
Sanctuary Golf Course Butternut Creek Golf Course
Achasta Golf Course Lake Arrowhead Golf Course
Fairways of Canton Golf Course Bent Tree Golf Course

If you have any questions, call Judy Crain 770-894-3122

10 the echo // June 2025



An elegant alternative to solar panels on your home’s roof.

EV CHARGINGCAPABLE Increasing your livable outdoor space year-round, this
water-proof shade structure produces energy to pay for itself
FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

www.utilitysavingsolutions.com

Senior Helpers stands ready to serve your
family’s needs with personalized, in-home care
and expertly-trained, professional caregivers.

Let us ease your mind with a complimentary
in-home care assessment.

Proudly Serving Bent Tree

678.880.9128

seniorhelpers.com/ga/canton-rome-cartersville

PHCP010396
All rights reserved. Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2025 SH Franchising, LLC.
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2025 Bent Tree Foundation
Scholarship Awards

By Bruce Parker, Photography by Karen Parker

The evening of May 7 was a very exciting experience as I was
fortunate to take part in the recognition of academic excellence
at Pickens High School. Bob Coleman, representing the Bent
Tree Courts Association, joined me in awarding scholarships to
graduating students that have chosen to continue their education
at a variety of post secondary institutions. Every resident of Bent
Tree should stand tall with the realization that you had a part in
helping these students continue to pursue their life goals.

The Bent Tree Foundation, in partnership with the Bent Tree
Courts and Golf Communities, awarded $32,000 in scholarships
this year with funds raised through a variety of successful
fundraising efforts and the many generous donations from Bent
Tree residents and Pickens County community supporters. The
Bent Tree Foundation wishes to congratulate all the scholarship
recipients on their hard work and dedication to their educational
aspirations and goals.

Bent Tree Foundation scholarships were awarded to the following
graduates of Pickens High School: 1) Carlie Andrews (Kennesaw
State University) funds donated by the Bent Tree Foundation; 2)
Abigail Barber (University of North Georgia) funds donated by
the Bent Tree Foundation; 3) Amanda Bramlett (Georgia College
& State University) funds donated by the Bent Tree Foundation;
4) Emma Christensen (University of Georgia) funds donated by
the Monte Davis Scholarship Fund; 5) Brylee Deering (Citadel)
funds donated by the Mab Francis Scholarship Fund; 6) Ian
Eagleson (University of North Georgia) funds donated by the
Monte Davis Scholarship Fund; 7) Brianna Eggley (Kennesaw
State University) funds donated by the Thurman Slone Scholarship
Fund; 8) Lily Halko (Kennesaw State University) funds donated
by Bent the Tree Foundation; 9) Alayna Hilton (University of
Georgia) funds donated by the Bent Tree Foundation; 10) Diego
Rivera (University of Georgia) funds donated by the Monte Davis
Scholarship Fund; 11) Sara Smith (Jacksonville State University)
funds donated by the Bent Tree Foundation; 12) Jeremy Westbrook
(University of Georgia) funds donated by the Mark Atkins
Scholarship Fund; 13) Sydney Wolfe (Messiah University) funds
donated by the Bent Tree Foundation. A home school graduate

AR

Bent Tree Foundation, Inc.

Dedicated to Caring & Giving

“%’

scholarship was awarded to Isabel Johns (Embry-Riddle University)
funds donated by the Bent Tree Foundation. A third-year
scholarship was awarded to Carter Smith (University of Alabama)
from funds donated by the Monte Davis Scholarship Fund.

A designated scholarship requiring attendance to the University
of North Georgia was awarded to Grayson Ludington sponsored
and funded by Colin and Sheila Thompson in honor of their sons,
Christopher C. Thompson and Stephen W. Thompson, both
alumni of the University of North Georgia. Also, a University

of North Georgia scholarship was awarded to Callie Hamby
funded by Marty Stephens in honor of her sister, Linda Brown
August (a past professor at the University of North Georgia). A
designated scholarship requiring attendance to Georgia Institute of
Technology was awarded to Larry Flores-Jaramillo sponsored and
funded by Scott and Dudley Price. This scholarship is renewable
for up to four years. The Price family continues to fund the
education of past recipients Brett Menard and Jaiden Leach by
awarding additional scholarships to both students.

The Bent Tree Courts Community, in partnership with the
Foundation, awarded three scholarships to the following students:
1) Logan Berryman (University of North Georgia); 2) Evan Gibson
(Georgia Southern University); 3) Ember Stiles (University

of North Georgia). Second year scholarships will be given to
Courtney Crowe and Isabella Lowe.

The Bent Tree Foundation was established in 2009 and with its
partners has awarded over $391,000 in student scholarships and
teacher/school grants to our Pickens County students and schools.
The Bent Tree Foundation Board members would like to thank all
of the many volunteers and donors who have made these awards
possible for the students of Pickens County. Those who wish to
join us in this endeavor or to honor a loved one may do so by going
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to our website, www.benttreefoundation.org.
to find information on tax-deductible donation
opportunities. The Foundation has already
started planning for this year’s fund raisers.
Look for information about the Foundation
Golf Tournament in June, the Courts Tennis/
Pickleball Tournament and the Foundation’s
Wines of the World in September. As always,
we continue to be grateful for your past
support as well as seeking your future support
to further the Foundation’s mission regarding
student scholarships and teacher/school grants.

A

PARTY!

Date: SUNDAY JUNE 8TH,2025
Time: 1-3PM
Location: BENT TREE UPPER POOL
POOL GAMES, MUSIC AND SNACKS
FREE EVENT SPONSORED BY BTAC

BENT TREE FAMILIES
Grab your swimsuits,
sunscreen, and get ready for
an unforgettable pool party
NO RSVP NEEDED ANY
QUESTIONS REACH OUT TO KIM
STAHLMAN

KIMBERLYNICOLESTAHLMAN@GMAIL.COM

= §§

A 4

JUNE 29TH - JULY 4TH
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“Pickling for Pups and Purrs

was a Purr-fect Event!

By Bob Coleman, Photography by Sheila Thompson
and Kristy Coleman

April has been designated National Pickleball month.
Recently, USA Pickleball reached out to their ambassadors
(Kristy Coleman is our Pickens County Ambassador)
requesting them to host an event to celebrate National
Pickleball month. USA Pickleball sanctioned the event
and provided paddles of various brands to be given away
during the event. It was decided to do a fundraising event
on April 19th to benefit the Animal Shelter here at Bent
Tree - “Pickling for Pups and Purrs”. The format consisted
of all “round robin” play. There was no need to secure a
partner. All players were assigned various partners (male
and female) throughout the day in order to play for the 3+
hours. At the end of the event, all scores were tallied. The
players (5 males, 5 females) with the highest average of
points were awarded paddles. We had 32 people register.
Several others made donations without playing, as they
simply wanted to support our furry friends. All in all, it
was a fun day raising money to assist with the day-to-day
operations of the Animal Shelter. We are grateful for your
support.

Be on the lookout for similar events in the future, and we
hope that you will join in the fun. Pickleball continues to
be America’s fastest growing sport and has been for the
past 4 years with 48.3 million players now in the US. The
learning curve involved is a very short one. Almost anyone
can learn to play. It’s been said “Pickleball is easy to learn,
but hard to master”.

I invite you to come out to the courts at Bent Tree and
allow me to introduce myself, Coach Bob. I would love to
introduce you to the game of Pickleball and our Pickleball
community. These folks know how to have fun all while
staying active. Hope to see you on the courts soon.

the echo // June 2025
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Cherished Memories, and an Invitation
by Bob Coleman

Allow me to introduce you to Carolyn June Coleman, my mother.
She is passed now. But before she passed, we had some amazing
adventures together. She and I would go to a nearby sporting goods
store where she would try on batting helmets and some very cool
bike/skateboard helmets. We often visited a local Bass Pro Shop
where we would pose with the stuffed wildlife (bears, mountain
goats, bobcats, etc). We walked along the dam here in Bent Tree.
And even hiked down to the waterfall at the spillway (I got into a
little trouble with that one).

I thought one day, I'll take her to play pickleball. I always say “It’s
never too late to learn, and mom’s only 77”. She told me she had
never played before (I already knew that). But, like so many who try
it, she learned quickly. Her hand/eye coordination became better
with each time out. Now, please understand, she did not run for
balls. And thank God she never dove to hit a return (that is very
frowned upon since we were playing on asphalt courts). But to see
her face light up with the first hit off her paddle, was incredible. She
smiled, we both laughed... and then I chased down the balls to do

it all over again, and again, and again. It was very gratifying to see
her achieve something she felt unachievable. We made it a routine
play whenever the weather permitted. We played both at Bent Tree
and at Brookwood Park in Dalton GA. I'll always cherish the time
we shared doing whatever, but just being together. Bent Tree offers
tons to do, from hiking, golfing, swimming, dancing, kayaking, bocce
ball, and of course, tennis, and pickleball. I implore you to take
advantage of our lovely amenities. I welcome you and your family to
stop by The Courts. I can show you how to get connected with our
community of players. Hope to see you on the courts soon.

Dinko de My...oh...my...o...

by Coach Bob

Cinco de Mayo commemorates
the Mexican army’s victory over
the French Empire on May s5th,
1862. We celebrate it here at the
Courts of Bent Tree by playing
pickleball. Dinko rhymes Cinco
and that’s was all we needed...thus
“Dinko de Mayo”. This an annual
tradition for us. 38 Peeps showed
up with food and frolic to play and
fellowship at this year’s event. We
have some wonderful cooks here
that love to share a dish of their
choice with neighbors and friends
alike. It was great to see the courts
full and buzzing with excitement.
Please stay alert for more of these
type social events with pickleball
and tennis. We would love for you
to join us on the courts.
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Affordable
Plumbing
~dolutions

f

Y525

in Plumber
Bucks

"No Need to Call the Gate...
I Live Here Too!"

Bent Tree Plumbers

678-902-7060

www.benttreeplumbers.com

Episcopal Church l
of the Holy Family \g

Engaging in Vibrant Ministries for over 39 years

o

Sundays
8:00 AM - Quiet Service & Communion
9:15 AM - Christian Education
10:30 AM - Music & Communion

HolyFamilyEpiscopalChurch.net
Just off Cove Road at
202 Griffith Road, Jasper, GA 30143
770-893-4525 | holyfamch2@etcmail.com

EVERYONE is welcome here!

N
e
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CENTURY 21 OFFICE CENTURY 21
SOUTHEAST OFFICE GEORGIA

UNITS CENTURY 21 GLOBAL 21 OFFICE
NATIONWIDE WORLDWIDE

R
CHARSON

REALTY GROUP

THINKING OF

Your Bent Tree Neighbor for Over 10
years in the community
&

Thinking of selling your home? Bent Tree
homes are moving—average days on
market is down, and buyers are active!
Let’s talk strategy and timing for your
home sale.

REALTOR® A

404-272-6563 | 770-424-0888 (0]
glambert@charsonrealty.com oo

CENTURY 21 resuts 1 ocean

171 Foothills Parkway, Ste. 104. Marble Hill GA 30148

&

Have Power When You Need It And Want It
24/7 For Your Home Or Business

AUTOMATIC HOME STANDBY
GENERATORS

TRANSFER SWITCHES
SURGE PROTECTION

= 7,000 to 150,000
watts

= Fully Automatic
Home Standby

= 24 hour blackout
protection

= LP or natural gas

GENERAC
|

If You Think Whole House
Generator Systems Are Not
Affordable..Think Again!

GENERAC

Phone: (706) 253-7737
Cell: (770) 893-9177
Fax: (706) 253-7739
scott@psu24-7.com

Www.psu24-7.com

Scott Fowler, Owner
Power Solutions Unlimited
111 Confederate Ave.

Jasper, GA 30143
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Invasive Species
By Miguel Rodriguez

Definition: invasive species are non-native
insects, plants, and animals that have
entered an environment where they would
not normally exist. It is implied - by the
qualification of ‘invasive’ - that they are not
native, that they do not belong, and that they
are not welcome.

Globally, over 37,000 alien species have
been introduced, and this number is rising
at an unprecedented rate. There have been
many (literally countless) publications

at many levels of the News or Science
Journaling spectra regarding this subject. Of
those 37,000 cases, many were accidental
(ignorance, carelessness, or negligence)
and many more were initiated with the best
of intentions. The results have generally
been improvements and successes (usually
written about in Science Journals), or
devastating to ecosystems, people, and
economies (both local and beyond), in
which case their publicity is slightly wider.

So, what happens when a new species is
introduced - intentionally or accidentally

- to an environment where they were

not in existence before? Well, they either
deteriorate or thrive. If they deteriorate,
they may struggle to survive for a length of
time and then mutate and adapt to make
better use of the environment, or they
simply perish. If they thrive it is either by
fitting well within the new ecosystem, or

by shocking, overwhelming, and eventually
transforming (or destroying) it with serious
impact on biological diversity and/or human
activities.

We very seldom hear of cases where new
species have been introduced and the
outcome has been positive, when the new
species thrive by fitting in and making the
ecosystem and environment better (for
some ironic reason those cases are not
qualified as invasive). We do hear about it
when the results are different, and for good
reasons: negative impact and devastation.
There are some major cases known here

in the USA such as the Burmese pythons
and Brazilian Melaleucas in the Florida
Everglades, the Japanese kudzu in 32 states,
Northern Snakehead fish in the Eastern
states, the Asian Carp throughout North
America, the Brown Tree Snake in Guam and
now Hawaii. Worldwide, there are notorious
cases like the introduction of rabbits in
Australia, minks in Argentina & Europe,
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raccoons in Europe and Japan, and there are
thousands more of documented cases like
these.

Locally, we have some invasive species here
in Bent Tree, and we are not immune from
their negative consequences. Some cases are:

Feral hogs (wild boar, wild pigs) are a well-
known local example. Their detrimental
effects are clear to most residents, and many
sound the alarm by contacting Public Safety
or a L&W representative when they see
these. Together with appropriate state and
local agencies, BTCI works remove them
from Bent Tree. To date the efforts have
been relatively successful. Lake and Wildlife
helps monitor and assist BTCI if requested.

Japanese stilt grass. This little is well estab-
lished in Bent Tree and it is very detrimental
because, unchecked, it forms a monoculture
that shades out native plants. Deer do not eat
stilt grass, and by shading other plants they
DO eat, it truly limits their available food. You
can do your part by minimizing stilt on your
property. Get more information by searching
BentTreeHabitat online.

JAPANESE STILTGRASS/
NEPALESE BROWNTOP
: i | ) B

|
1

Stinging insects are
plentiful around

us and, the native
ones, are part of a
balanced ecosystem.
Invasive stinging
insects bring a whole
new level of angst

to the conversation.
The Asian and European hornets lack
natural predators and attack honeybee
colonies. A new arrival, the Asian yellow
legged hornet, is of particular concern and
the Ga Dept of Agriculture is asking citizens
to report sightings (https://agr.georgia.gov/
yellow-legged-hornet). Lake & Wildlife and
BTCI can address aggressive insect colonies
on the main trails and common areas.

B B oy

So, what’s our role in all this? What can
we do? How can we help? It all starts (and
ends) with two key factors: knowledge
and vigilance. We can acquire knowledge
and become vigilant by accessing certified
resources such as:

Georgia Department of Agriculture https://
agr.georgia.gov/ is a good place to start
acquiring knowledge and, specifically,
https://agr.georgia.gov/pests for invasive
pests.

A greater, and wider, array of information
can be found at:

o EDDMapS - A web-based platform and
mobile app for submitting and viewing
reports of invasive species, helping to
identify and map their distribution.

e GBIF - A global infrastructure for sharing
biodiversity data, including records of
invasive species occurrences.

e NISIC - A central resource for
information on invasive species, offering
a wide range of educational materials, fact
sheets, and links to other resources.

e USDA Forest Service - Conducts research
and provides resources on invasive species
ecology, management, and control.

e USGS - Conducts research on invasive
species and provides data, tools, and
strategies for their management.

e NOAA - Provides information and
resources on invasive species in marine
environments.

e Cooperative Extension Services - Offers
local expertise and guidance on identifying
and managing invasive species.

e INVASIVESNET - A European initiative
focused on monitoring and managing
invasive alien species.

e Global Invasive Species Database - Lists
a wide range of invasive species, including
marine species.



ARE YOU RERDY FOR
THE NEHRT STORIM?

DON'T-GET-STUCK IN THE DARKY

Protect your Home or Business with a
GenSpring Power Standby Generator!

KOHLER.

770-825-2103

office@genspringpower.com

toma ooy @i_g

% PICKENES &% “
Animal Rescue 9

Thrift Store

Gently Used Furniture, Household Items & Decor

706-253-5947

371 N. Main Street e Jasper
Monday - Saturday 10AM - 4PM
All proceeds go to caring for the stray and abused pets of Pickens County.
www.pickensanimalrescue.org

@
&

WE’VE BEEN A PART OF
PICKENS COUNTY SINCE 2000

We’re the only true local community bank in
Jasper and Pickens County, if you haven’t
met us yet, come see why 5 _

>
we think local banking mﬂﬂﬂﬁfy T
means better banking. ‘ @ 71 @f e fffg

&

ars 15 Sammy McGhee Blvd
65 Cove Road
3850 Camp Rd Suite F

706-253-9600
‘www.cbope.com
Jasper, GA 30143

Lobby: Mon-Fri 9-5
Drive Thru: Mon-Fri 8-5
and Sat 8-12

4 )

GAS INCORPORATED

5500 Ball Ground Hwy, Ball Ground, GA 30107

Ballground@gasinc.net www.gasincorporated.com

TANK RENT
FIRST YEAR FREE

« Free Tank Sets

« Automatic Delivery or Next Day Delivery
= Online Bill Pay
« Propane Appliances!

All Types of Tree Service Including:
* Trimming * View Clearing
Pruning * Take Downs
Removal * Stump Grinding
Topping * Dangerous Trees

Firewood e And More!

Any Trees - All Trees

35 Years
Experience

24 Hours
Emergency Service
References Available Inside Bent Tree

Fully Insured Free Estimates

Local Family Owned & Operated
David & Jill Jones

706-692-9473 | 706-635-3242

cell: 770-337-8547
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FINDING HOME: Newcomers! Come On Down!

By Chris Rumble

How do I know I’'m at home? I’'m laughing
with people I love... or people I'm learning
to love. It’s even better when combined
with a large table of finger foods, friendly
competition and standard social boundaries
are peeled away!

That’s exactly the kind of joyful chaos

we embraced at our inaugural Bent Tree
Jeopardy Feud of Fortune—a name that
sounds like a legal battle in the making but
was, in fact, a game show-themed welcome
party for our new neighbors!
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It was an evening filled with Bent Tree
trivia, snacks, questionable headwear and
enough laughter to scare off the wildlife

for a little while. Newcomers became fast
friends, and old-timers remembered what
it felt like to be the new kid with a name tag
and a plate full of pigs in blankets.

Because, truly, the essence of community is
knowing and being known—preferably while
wearing a Fred Flintstone Loyal Order of
the Water Buffalos hat and buzzing in to
answer the question, “True or False: To
participate in the very popular Pickleball at
The Courts at Bent Tree you have to bring
your own pickle.”

At the end of the evening, we all knew a
little more about Bent Tree, and a little
more about each other. We also discovered
that Newcomer Krista Hanafey, the Big
Winner and Reigning Champion of Bent
Tree Jeopardy Feud of Fortune, gets very
happy when offered the opportunity to put
on a Sasquatch suit.

But don’t just take my word for it! Let’s
hear from contestant and honorary hat
model, Virginia Pate:

We enjoyed every part of the gathering!

The nice spread of food, the very welcoming
atmosphere, and the games were so well
thought out. I think that the choices of hats

and costumes were the highlights of the
evening. The gameshow music was so well done
appropriately for each part of the Jeopardy
game. All in all, it was a very enjoyable evening
getting to know you and your wife as well as
our new neighbors.

Thanks again for all of the hard work and
creativity you all put into the evening!!

~ Virginia Pate

These moments remind us of a simple
truth: life is better when we show up for
one another—not just with name tags and
novelty wigs, but with open hearts and
shared stories.

Bent Tree Realty

Ready to Listen. Ready to Serve.

Call Cathy at 770-617-8426, Chris at 770-
617-8381 or our office at 770-893-2629, ext
103.

Let’s get started on something amazing!



Adopt, Don’t Shop!
By Veda L. Wohlford, Photos by Veda L. Wohlford

Happy June from the Bent-Tree Animal Shelter! If you’re
considering adding a fur-baby to your family, we would ask you to
Adopt, Don’t Shop. We have so many beautiful cats at the shelter,
and all of them would love to come home with you and become
part of your family.

When you choose to adopt from a shelter, rather than buy from

a breeder, you are giving a homeless animal a desperately needed
home. As they say on the National Humane Society website
(www.nationalhumanesociety.org), “Every puppy or kitten
purchased from a breeder means one less opportunity for a shelter
animal to find a forever home™*. By adopting instead of buying,
you are helping to combat the “overwhelming problem of pet
overpopulation”.

We have an abundance of “cattitude” at
our shelter, and if you are considering
adopting a cat, we can introduce you to
each and every one of them, describe
their personalities, and we are sure you
will find one that will be the perfect fit!

Remember, all our cats and dogs are
fully vetted medically and spayed or
neutered before being eligible for
adoption. Ready to come by and meet
these Kittie Cuties? Bent-Tree’s Animal
Shelter has so many kitties available
for adoption, kitties of all personalities,
shapes, and sizes, and all of them just
want a fur-ever home with you and
your family! If you would like to visit
any of our kitties to see if you're a
match made in heaven, please contact
LuAnn Chambers at 678.414.1047.

*Excerpts from: www.
nationalhumanesociety.org/post/adopt-
dont-shop-choosing-compassion-over-

convenience

PLEASE SLOW DOWN...
FOR OUR SAKE

-.:..z—-:',_—\. _ai;-

- — e _

Bent Tree cartoonist
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The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters published
by Front Porch Atlanta. BOLD LISTINGS have an advertisement in
this publication. (*Included sponsors have met purchase criteria.)

Sponsors eager for your business!

22

A/C & Heating Hospital BT182N
Able Heating & Air 404-313-7021 Northeast Georgia Medical Center - wessseenss 770-214-4492
Clark's Heating and Air 678-981-4720 Insurance

Dayco Systems 770-919-9509

Affordable Medicare Solutions - - 770-945-5261

SUPEOr INAOOF COMFOt -rseevereesssssnessssssssnenssssssnnens 770-664-9098 Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells - --404-452-5066
Zen Air 678-883-7868 Farmers Insurance-Nathan Martin e 678-888-5818
Accountants The Upton Agency 770-361-6570
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. «uueens 770-975-1609  Insurance - Medicare Advantage
Ad Agency Humana- Medicare Advantage - 470-548-4045
Marketing Results, Inc-Soleil Belmont Park -----404-317-3808  Interior Design
Assisted Living Interior Evolutions-Decorative Painting - 770-843-0179
The Arbor at Bridgemill 770-214-4023  Internet Service Provider
Attorney Point Broadband 706-807-9028
Daryl L Kidd P.C. 770-499-1274 Medical Clinic
The McGarity Group, LLC «eeeereeesseseersessssssnesesssses 770-932-8477 LiveWell Medical Clinic 770-862-9943
Banking Nursery
Peach State Bank & TIUSt - weesssssssrrreesssssssssseseeees 770-536-1100 Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling Beech Hollow Wildflower Farm -sseneeees 404-277-4726
Housley ENterprises, ING «rrurmrrsssseessseeeess 678-546-2276  Painting

Bathtub & Ceramic Tile Repair
Unique Refinishers
Chimney Cleaning & Repair

770-945-0072

- 770-323-3148
-770-346-0203
678-800-6533

Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting -
Red Oak Painting

Swept Away Chimney SErviCes «wsmmmmeees 770-975-9813 Verge Painting and Siding - -678-331-1102
Churches Personal Trainers
Christ the Rock Lutheran CRUICH «--ssssseeesseeesseees 262-751-7190 Alloy Personal Training Windermere - e 770-598-0309

Cleaning Services

House Cleaning Specialist, Inc - - 770-975-4995

Pest Control
Legacy Pest Control

770-423-0160

Dance Studio Plumbing
CK DanceWorks, INC. & CK YOga -ewseereesssseeens 770-975-7298 Bryan Plumbing Services - mmesnissinnens 770-826-5277
Dentist Greenlee Plumbing 678-386-7513
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146 Robinson and Family Plumbing e 770-873-3202
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) - 770-704-1812 Rooter Pro Plumbing GA «wwwwesssvessvsssvesssvesne 470-600-5146

Christy Haffner Pediatric Dentistry
Esthetic Dental Solutions
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills
Roswell Dental Care

770-998-6736

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated

-770-792-7431

770-720-1378

SWOrds & Phelps DEntistry «errsuesssoessseee 770-479-3713  Real Estate
Design & Build Services Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin «----oouueees 678-373-9342
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021 Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates --770-403-5639
Doors Classic Luxury Real Estate-Lisa Hughley - 678-923-5152
EntryPoint DOOrs & WINAOWS «srersseeerssseseessseesess 770-904-0094 Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team -wweeee- 404-373-0076
Park Avenue Entries 770-622-0554 Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
Driveway Repair Domo Realty 404-556-1733

Advance Concrete - Driveway Repair e 678-208-3426
Electrical Service

Arc Angel Electric Corp 470-239-5568

Kudzu Electrical Contractors - eeeessseesenes 678-330-4815

M.J. Power 470-617-3700
Fence Repair

- 770-401-4932
-404-626-3604
-678-672-2878
-770-337-2006
-770-330-2374
-678-535-8979

Georgia Real Estate Depot-Nix
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes -
JW Collection Brokers LLC-Oslund
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs -
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin -
ReMax-The Melissa Bailey Group

7x Home Services 678-346-1137 Robin Martin and ASSOCIAtes «wrrrrsrsssssssssssseeees 678-665-0202
Financial Planning Remodeling

Consha Financial 678-539-9518 Diversified Contracting Group - wwsssssessseens 770-329-9112

Thrivent Financial-Houck 470-817-5050 GCI Basements 404-569-8794

Fitness Centers Restaurants

Body20 678-786-1094 Luna Maya 770-720-4999
Flooring Roofing

Recoat Revolution of North Atlanta --wweeeees 678-695-8006 Atlanta Roofing Specialists ~770-419-2222
Furniture & Accessories Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting - -770-346-0203

Palm Casual 770-779-8902 Schools-Private

Golf Equipment & Supplies
Golf Cars of Canton
Handyman
Ace Handyman Services Lanier e 770-430-7316
Happy Handyman LLC 770-685-8421

678-880-1156

Home Builder
Southwyck Homes
Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design e 678-807-7422
Home Improvements
GHIR Construction 404-922-7379
Utility Saving Solutions, InC. - 855-234-7336

404-317-3808
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McGinnis Woods Country Day School - 770-664-7764
Woodward Academy 404-765-4001
Security Systems
Classic Entry Systems
Travel Agencies
Travelmation-Rachel Spain « s 678-316-0314
Window Replacement
America's Best Choice
Davis Window & Door
EntryPoint Doors & Windows -
North Georgia Replacement Windows, Inc.
Wine
Grapes & Grains Wine & Spirits « e 770-884-2450

678-330-1111

678-896-8688
678-379-1629
-770-904-0094
-770-888-1604




CRUise i style with the
famuly thus summer!!

0% Financing Available
Free Delivery Up To 25 Miles

NEW special edition SNONEN. (4 A
CRU now in stock! Iyt T Nacsmzs |
H [ ClubCar |

s} ;
EALE'“

GOLF CARS OF
» CANTON

Monday-Friday 121 Waleska Street, Canton, GA 30114
L= sales@golfcarsofcanton.com | www.golfcarsofcanton.com

Saturday

9am-3pm 678-880-1156




*
Craft Real Estate is again leading the way in sales for 2025. With 15

homes sold so far in Bent Tree for a volume of $7.507.200, Craft sold six \\ | ly/
of those. There are currently 40 active homes on the market with nine \\ ’
pending sales and Craft has five of the pending sales. Craft has 12 of the - /p

active listings. We need more houses to selll There are still plenty of buyers -
looking in Bent Tree but there is very little inventory to sell them. If you N\ C
are considering selling your home, please contact us. Craft outsold every r a t
other brokerage in 2024 with 15 of the 75 sales. We have the knowledge,

the experience, and the contacts to sell your home for top dollar. Looking R e al E \) tate

forward to working with you.
*

181 Fox Den Circle 175 Fairview Court 71 Cutthroat Ridge 270 Sleepy Hollow Circle
$875,000 | 3BD/2.5BA $699,000 | 3BD/3.5BA $625,000 | 4BD/3.5BA $624,900 | 3BD/3BA
T eI e
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272 Bee Tree Ridge Court 469 Moss Patch Trail 188 Echo Ridge 354 Starcross Lane
$575,000 | 3BD/3.5BA $529,000 | 3BD/3BA $499,000 | 3BD/3BA $489,000 | 3BD/3.5BA
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185 Alpine Drive 255 Sunset Court 304 Sunset Court 193 Valley View Trail
$399,000 | 3BD/2.5BA $379,900 | 3BD/2BA $329,900 | 3BD/2BA $284,900 | 2BD/2BA
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ntain 150 Alpine Drive 173 Sleepy Hollow 195 Valley View Trail

1417 Crippled Oak Trail 80 Sharp Top Mou

$749,000 | 4BD/4.5BA  $525,000 3BD/2.5BA $449,000 | 3BD/2.5BA  $419,000 | 3BD/2BA $399,000 | 4BD/3BA

770-893-2186 | www.craftrealestate.com | 858 Bent Tree Drive, Jasper, GA




