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Green and Growing with Ashley 
Frasca and The Home FIX IT  
page by Dave Baker  
LOOK ON PAGE 26 FOR MORE! 



For over 20 years, Dr. Michelle F. 
Ireland has perfected the smiles of 
thousands of patients. Dr. Ireland 
graduated with her Doctorate of 
Medicine in Dentistry (D.M.D.) 
from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham (UAB) in 1994 and 
became licensed to practice as a 
general dentist. Upon graduation, 
she completed additional 
educational requirements and 
specialized training at the UAB 
School of Dentistry to become  
a prosthodontist.

Dr. Ireland has served as a professor 
at UAB School of Dentistry in the 
Department of Prosthodontics, 
where she enjoyed teaching crown 
and bridge prosthodontics and 

removable prosthodontics with an 
emphasis on esthetics, occlusion, 
and implant restoration.

Over the years, Dr. Ireland has 
counseled former students, general 
dentists and their patients, and 
continues to receive extensive 
training in the field of dentistry 
and prosthodontics. Dr. Ireland 
has a built a reputation as a caring, 
compassionate, and competent 
dental practitioner. Her additional 
expertise is a blessing and is evident 
in the way patients are accepting of 
her recommendations.

About  
DR. 
MICHELLE F.  
IRELAND

Dr. Michelle F. Ireland
310 Gilmer Ferry Road, Suite 200

Ball Ground, GA 30107

(678) 845-0366
www.IrelandDentistry.com
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Board Direction in 2023: Stay Tuned and Get Involved
By Glen Harris, President, Board of Directors

I’ve been asked how I think the new Board 
of Directors will function in the coming 
year. One-third of the board members 
are new and each board takes on its own 
personality so I won’t attempt to make 
predictions.  

I won’t try to predict what the new board 
will do in the coming year because this 
isn’t a one-man operation. But I will 
promise that any issues a board member 
thinks has merit will be a full hearing, both 
from other board members and the public.

I’ll pledge that every communication we 
receive from a Bent Tree resident will get 
a response, if nothing else to acknowledge 
and confirm that all board members have 
received it. I strongly encourage residents 
to use the email function available on the 
Bent Tree website to let us know what you 
think. It’s more direct and effective than 
social media.

We will endeavor to improve our 
communication with the community. Each 
month we take actions, some significant, 
that are viewed by perhaps a dozen people 
who regularly attend meetings and perhaps 
a few dozen more who view the video. But 
the vast majority of Bent Tree residents are 
left in the dark.

How we include everyone might involve 
articles in the Friday News, and/or the 
Echo, and we’ll continue to explore the 
possibility of acquiring the equipment 
needed to offer live Zooming of board 
meetings.

Closed board meetings in the coming year 
will be a rarity. We’ll follow Roberts Rules, 
meaning we will meet in closed session 
only to discuss legal matters, appeals of 
citations and personnel matters. 

In the past some boards have used what 
are called “chats,” which were informal, 
closed get-togethers where board 
members discussed issues, but no action 
was taken. These sessions have value in 
that they give us another opportunity to 
debate issues, gather information and 
opinions, to expedite decisions. Meeting 
just twice a month, and not at all in July 
and December, doesn’t foster thorough 
consideration.

But chats also can create the impression 
that we’re acting surreptitiously. Bottom 
line for me is that any chats we have will 
be announced beforehand and open for the 
community to at least observe.

There will be no dearth of issues before 
this board. Such as:

• Assuring that the sluice gate at the dam 
is operational. We’re currently waiting 
for an underwater diving company to 
return to test our new gear box.

• Once that is done, we can proceed with 
spot dredging of silt from the lake.

• I would expect some discussion of 
what to do – if anything – with the old 
campground property at Bent Tree Drive 
and Cove Road. It’s pretty much an 
annual discussion.

• We own 60-plus acres on Sharp Top 
Mountain which we’re not using and 
have no plans to use. Do we try to sell or 
lease it?

• We’re close to putting together almost 
$1 million road paving program this year. 
Last year we deferred that work because 
asphalt prices doubled. This year we 
should get more bang for our paving 
buck.

• It’s been several years since Bent 
Tree conducted a survey of resident 
demographics and preferences, and the 
makeup of the community has changed 
considerably. Let’s get a better picture of 
who lives here and what they want and 
need. 

• A benefactor bequeathed funds for the 
golf course and plans are being hatched 
to improve the driving range and add a 
chipping green, using no extra Bent Tree 
money.

• The upper pool is deteriorating badly. 
We’re planning a major overhaul, 
including purchase of a wintertime cover 
to extend its life. The lower pool also has 
leakage issues we’ll have to address. 

• Our Land Analysis and Development 
Committee is launching an effort to 
make many of the vacant lots in Bent 
Tree more marketable, which could 
improve our assessment revenues.

• We’ve wavered in the past over how 
to handle accessibility issues – should 
our facilities be compliant with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act or is 
ADA accessibility okay? The former can 
be considerably more expensive.

And, of course, there’s the perpetual effort 
to reduce subsidies for our amenities.

These are just some of the issues I foresee 
this board taking on. We have eight 
other directors who, I’m sure, can add 
considerably to the list. 

Stay tuned and get involved.
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Public Safety Stats 
from 12/1/22 – 12/31/22
By Michael Koorey - Director, Trevor Beavers - Fire Chief, 
John Hawkins - Assistant Fire Chief

Fire  27
Medical  46
Resident Complaints  0
Resident Assists  16
Property/Resident Checks  5
Animal Calls  6
Public Safety Calls  12
Total  112
2022 Total  1327
_________________________________

Patrol Mileage
Total Patrol Mileage (12/1 – 12/31) 2,209
2022 Total 33,556
__________________________________

Citations
Written Citations  2
Warnings  9
Total (12/1 – 12/31)  11

40 Little Pine Mountain Road Jasper, GA 30143
770-893-2628 • publicsafety@bent-tree.com

January Employee Birthdays
Phillip Henderson 2/10 Public Safety

Marie Peters 2/12 The Tavern

Andrew Nicolella 2/18 Utilities 

Sabrina Goss 2/24 The Tavern

Bent Tree Emergency 
Communications
By Michael Koorey, Director of Public Safety

Recent weather events highlighted the need for all residents to 
be signed up for Bent Tree emergency communications.  Great 
time and effort are put in to keeping residents updated with 
vital information to be prepared for and make it through major 
incidents affecting the community.  Below is a summary of all 
the communication platforms used by Bent Tree Public Safety to 
communicate valuable and potentially lifesaving information to 
residents.

Email Alerts – This is the primary method of communication 
with Bent Tree residents.  Email alerts cover any information of 
significance to our community, including spillway and road closures, 
road conditions warnings, emergency prep and fire prevention 
information, water notices, and the Friday News.  Everyone should 
be signed up for these alerts.  Email your name, address, and 
contact information to Michael Koorey at michaelkoorey@bent-
tree.com if you are not receiving Bent Tree email alerts.  

Bent Tree Public Safety Facebook Page – Public Safety makes a 
great effort to include all information contained in our department’s 
alerts on this page as a backup platform.  Alerts from Admin or 
other departments are not generally posted here.  We recommend 
all residents follow Bent Tree Public Safety on Facebook to stay 
current on our posts.

Bent Tree Website – Public Safety puts important alerts across 
the top of the Bent Tree homepage during events or incidents 
with major community impact.  You do not need to login to view 
these alerts.  Not all information contained in email alerts will be 
posted here.  It may be abbreviated or not posted at all based on 
the importance of the information.  However, during major weather 
events in particular, Public Safety will keep this information 
updated in case an error is occurring with email messages.  

Bent Tree Infoline – The Infoline can be reached at 770-893-2999.  
This line includes prerecorded messages that are kept current 
during events or incidents with major community impact.  Just like 
the postings on the Bent Tree website, the Infoline does not always 
reflect the information relayed in email alerts.  However, during 
major weather events of extended duration, Public Safety will keep 
this information updated in case residents are experiencing an 
internet outage.  

Text Alerts – Our text alert system is used least of all 
communication platforms.  Its primary function is to direct 
residents to prerecorded messages on the Infoline or postings 
on other platforms.  Email your name, address, and contact 
information to Michael Koorey at michaelkoorey@bent-tree.com if 
you would like to receive Bent Tree text alerts or believe you are not 
receiving them.

All residents are encouraged to take advantage of these 
communication platforms to not only stay informed, but stay safe.

Quality Work at an Affordable Price

Frank Guarnieri
70 Plus Years Experience

706-692-9826

CITGO STATION • 45 E. Church St • Jasper, GA 30143

Authorized Dealer

ETHANOL FREE GAS 
A V A I L A B L E
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2023 Bent Tree Board of Directors
Board President – Glen Harris
Vice President – Tom Robinson
Secretary – Mark Christensen
Treasurer – Arty Allen
Gary Pyott
Buddy Creef
Michael Kahn
Ralph Morse
David Stone

Editorial Committee Members
Chris Feldt – Editor/Communications 
Director
Verna Jones
Carol Kopetski
Jean Bogas
Peggy Simmons

Contact the Editor of the echo at  
btecho@etcmail.com

On the cover...
The cover image was submitted by Sheila Thompson.

echo Submission Policy
The following describes the policy guidelines regarding articles/photos/graphics submitted 
for publication in the echo. Submissions which do not adhere to these guidelines may, at the 
sole discretion of the Editor be returned to the submitter or omitted from publication.

echo Deadline Date
Submissions are due to the Editor at btecho@etcmail.com by 4 p.m. on or before the seventh 
of each month prior to the publication month. Submissions sent to any other email address 
will not be considered.

Articles
All articles must be submitted via email, 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced in 
MS Word (or similar) format. Please use built-in double spacing options instead of typing 
extra returns at the end of each line. We have to go through and manually remove them. Any 
article received not double spaced will be returned to submitter for correction.  All articles 
must include the author’s name. A contact phone number must be included in the email.

Photos
Do not send embedded photos. Submissions including embedded photos will be returned 
to the submitter for correction.  Most modern equipment has settings you can adjust in the 
image quality menu to medium or high size. We suggest you set your camera to the highest 
image quality setting. Note that photos that are attractive online may not be of high enough 
quality for print. If a photo is not of adequate size for print, it will be omitted.  Include with 
your photo a suggested caption including names of any people in the photo, left to right.  Use 
of stock photography is discouraged, except where it is the only option available.  It is the 
sole responsibility of the submitter to obtain any photo release(s) which may be required.

Photo Locations
When wanting a photo to appear in a specific location of an article, merely write insert 
‘golfeventpic JDoe 1 here’ with appropriately named photo.  See Naming Files section.

Naming Files
Multiple files included in a single submission should have corresponding filenames. 
For example, photos submitted with the article should be named in the following manner 
- (Name of photo to match title of article, capitalized first letter of first name, followed by 
capitalized first letter of last name, with the remainder of the last name of the photographer, 
followed by number of photo.) For example, an article named golfevent.doc that has two 
accompanying photos would be named golfeventpic JDoe1.jpg, golfeventpic JDoe2.jpg

Captions
Captions should be written at the bottom of the article and should reference their 
corresponding photos.  For example, golfeventpic JDoe 1 - John Doe at a tournament.

Accuracy 
It is the sole responsibility of the author to ensure accuracy of all information included in 
any article or event promotional material submitted for publication in the echo. Articles shall 
reflect correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar. Any submission with other than a minor 
amount of correction required may, at the sole discretion of the Editor be rejected.

Letters to the Editor 
The current policy of the Board of Directors is that we do not include Letters to the Editor in 
the echo.

Political Articles 
The current policy of the Board of Directors is that we do not include political articles in 
the echo.

Space 
In consideration that there may be space constraints and the publisher is not able to 
include all submitted articles/photos/graphics, organizations submitting multiple items for 
publication should inform the Editor of their preferred priority. If no priority is provided, 
selection of items to be omitted will be at the sole discretion of the Editor. The Editor 
reserves the right to condense lengthy articles or to omit pictures as necessary to manage 
available space.

GPS Directions to Bent Tree
Please give your visitors the following 
address (1 Little Pine Mountain Rd, 
Jasper, GA) to gain access into the 
front gate on Bent Tree Drive, which 
will alleviate GPS systems from 
sending them to the back gate off 
Grandview Rd.

We Want You…
 … to email us short stories, 

interviews, poetry, and articles of 
general interest to our residents.

 … to tell us what articles you would 
like to see.

 … to share with us some of your 
amazing Bent Tree related images.

Thanks.
echo Editorial Committee
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BTAC Kicks Off the 
Christmas Season
by Margie Robinson

Getting in the Spirit
The Bent Tree Activities Committee was quite busy over the 
holiday season.

On November 29 there was a fabulous turnout of elves to Deck 
the Halls of Club Tamarack.  The 12 foot tree looked 
spectacular, bows were abundant, garland was hung with care 
and finally pizza was consumed. Decorating elves included: Mary 
Jane Rizzuto, Dave Stewart, Kim Stewart, Laura Chambers, Dane 
Chambers, Buddy Creef, Teresa Hoppe, Beverly Fenello, Sheila 
Thompson, Laurie Hearn, Laura Trousdale, Dale Newman, Tom 
Robinson, Linda Bonnette, Elden Bonnette, Colin Thompson, 
Julie Hunter , Kim Westbrooks, and Kaye Burkett.

There was a small but mighty 
take down crew who whisked 
away the décor in record 
time on snow delayed date - 
December 27. Many thanks to 
Dave & Kim Stewart, Susan 
Duncan, Buddy Creef, Tom 
Robinson, Dane & Laura 
Chambers.  

Jolly Old St Nicholas
There’s nothing like the twinkle of Santa’s eyes in the Fireside 
Lounge at Club Tamarack.  A constant stream of children 
whispered their special Christmas wishes to Santa.  We are so 
lucky to have Santa Bob and Mrs. Kristy Clause in Bent Tree. After 
visiting Santa there were crafts galore in the Rec Room including 
assembling reindeer antlers, decorating mitten ornaments, and a 
“Draw a Snowman” game.  There were lots of laughs followed by 
a trip to sit by the Christmas tree to gaze upon the star and make 
a wish.

Elves and helpers Deb White, Susan Kahn, Carol Carlson, Nancy 
Moffitt and Terry VanDyke made the magic happen.

The Merriest of Christmases
by Muzette Randall

It was the merriest of Christmases 
gathering as our friends and neighbors 
greeted each other to usher in the season. 
Guests were treated to a spectacular 
“grazing” table of delectable edibles and 
an amazing dessert buffet . They were 
serenaded by an outstanding group of 
talented musicians and lucky raffle ticket 
guests were awarded with specialized 
Bent Tree ornaments. Sheila Hedgpeth 
and the Tavern served up a festive 
Christmas cocktail and kept all in the spirit of the season. BTAC 
Christmas Event Leader, Laura Trousdale, Beverly Fenello, 
Laura Chambers and Rebecca Dorsey. We were blessed with the 
assistance of Susan Smith and Leah Kelly and delighted with the 
offerings of Cathy Cunningham’s special Mama Geraldine’s treats 
and Deb’s Bakery sweet concoctions. A huge thanks to all!
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We have over 200 carts in stock.
GOLF CARS OF 

CANTON

121 Waleska Street · Canton, GA 30114
sales@golfcarsofcanton.com 
www.golfcarsofcanton.com

678-880-1156
OPEN  Monday–Friday 9am–6pm; Saturday 9am–3pm

FREE  DELIVERYUP TO  50 MILES

0% 
FINANCING  
AVAILABLE

Find us on Facebook

®

AUTHORIZED DEALER
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Sally Long Memorial Moonlight Hike
By Jan Jeffcoat, benttreehikingclub01@gmail.com

December 2022  in Bent Tree began as a 
rainy and foggy month after several weeks 
with little or no rain.  December also 
came without one of our longtime hiking 
members, Sally Long.  Each December, our 
hiking calendar included a “Silent hike” 
to occur near the month’s full moon.  We 
use the golf cart path around the back 9 
holes of the Bent Tree Golf Course as a 
trail, usually viewing the moon over the 
top of the ridgeline of our surrounding 
mountains.  For many years, Sally & Tim 
Long organized this hike along with other 
adventurous hikes dating back to 2005.

This year it seems fitting that this annual 
tradition be named in honor of Sally’s 
memory.  

The date was set for Thursday, December 
8, 2022 and as the time drew near, the 
week’s weather forecast was full of chances 
of rain and clouds. We decided to roll the 
dice and go forward with the planned date 
but making sure all would come prepared 
for potential precipitation. The good news 
was that the temperature was predicted to 
be in the 60 degree range.

A group of 42 hikers met behind the Tavern 
with flashlights in hand although a few 
stars were in view.  After sharing some 
Sally Memories, the group moved to the 
top of Hole No. 10 where the tradition of 
singing “Silent Night” began.  The group 
then silently moved toward the 2.5 mile 
walk.

At night, Bent Tree has a rich darkness 
sprinkled with lights from homes that are 
spread over the mountain sides.  Some of 
the homes shined their Christmas lights 
for us to enjoy.

Along the silent walk there were waterfalls 
and creek sounds that became our gifts 
from nature.  Just as we came upon Hole 
No. 12, the clouds parted and the full moon 
took position over the mountain top, only 
lasting less than a minute before the clouds 
returned.

The group completed the hike returning to 
the Tavern area where we connected with 
each other again sending Merry Christmas 
and Happy Holiday wishes to all.  

The weather this evening was perfect for 
a hike.  The walk, especially this year, was 
full of hearts for remembering our loved 
ones.  It also had a feeling that someone 
was watching over us and sending us hikers 
sweet messages from above.
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Winter Wildlife Survival
By Dara Sinclair

During the cold temperatures and scarce 
food of winter, wildlife has to adapt to 
survive. How do they get through this 
challenging season? Some head further 
south in search of more food, but the 
remaining wildlife need other ways to 
stay alive until longer days and warmer 
temperatures bring relief. Common 
strategies are conserving energy, storing 
calories (in the form of fat or food), 
and altering behavioral or physical 
characteristics that improve survival 
chances. 

Lowering the heart rate, breathing, 
metabolism, and temperature to minimal 
levels reduces energy requirements. 
This is often generally referred to as 
“hibernation”, a term from the Latin 
hibernare, which means “winter quarters.” 
But true biological hibernation means 
the animal is deeply asleep and unlikely 
to wake up for weeks or even months. 
The only species in our area that truly 
hibernate are bats and groundhogs. 
Many species use a “hibernation light” 
strategy called torpor, which also lowers 
metabolic processes and can be entered 
into frequently for shorter periods of time 
measured in hours or days. Black bears, 
birds, raccoons, and other small mammals 
find safe places and enter a state of torpor 
frequently to conserve energy over cold 
nights and periods of bad weather, but they 
still get up and out regularly.

The energy conserving equivalent of 
hibernation used by reptiles such as 
lizards, snakes, and turtles is called 
brumation. Air temperatures between 
40 and 50 degrees will cause these cold-
blooded animals to search out safe, 
temperature stable places such as under 
logs, holes in the ground, leaf litter 
piles, and muddy lake bottoms. As their 
body temperature is regulated by the 
surrounding environment, their survival 
depends on these places not freezing. 

Many animals bulk up to enter winter 
with extra layers of body fat. Starting 
in the summer and continuing through 

fall, voracious eating and caching food 
help animals be prepared. As an animal 
can lose 30% of its body weight over a 
winter, any available extra calories can 
be the difference between life and death. 
‘Squirreling’ away food is a strategy not 
used only by the squirrels. 

White tailed deer have a distinctly different 
coat for the warm vs cold seasons. For 
cold weather deer grow a dual-layer coat 
to keep them warm. The soft, fluffy under 
layer provides insulation for the skin, while 
the top layer is a water-resistant layer of 
thick, hollow guard hairs. Winter coats 
are a slightly darker shade to absorb heat 
better from the sun and also to blend in 
better with the winter landscape. 

Birds do not add extra body fat as 
excessive body weight hinders flying. 
Some do cache food and have been 
known to recall hundreds of locations 
containing hidden seeds and insects. 
Birds mostly use behavioral adaptions to 
get through winter. They can drop their 
body temperature up to 15 degrees in their 
use of torpor. Fluffed up their feathers 
traps warm air against their bodies, and 
they will huddle together for warmth. 
Birds have the ability to restrict blood 
flow to their legs to minimize heat loss 
and will alternatively tuck up their legs to 
keep them from freezing.  They can use 
shivering to produce heat though that 
takes a lot of energy. When preferred food 
is unavailable, birds, like most animals, 
expand their dietary choices.  Most wildlife 
is less selective when food is scarce, eating 
whatever is available in nuts, seeds, berries, 
insects and even carrion. 

What can we do to help wildlife during 
the winter? Most winter shelter is found 
in snags (standing dead trees), brush 
piles, and leaf litter. Leaving these in 
place whenever possible provides winter 
housing. Pets can create panic in wildlife 
and cause them to run away, using precious 
energy that they do not have to spare. 
Also, wildlife may be lethargic due to a 
state of torpor making defense difficult, 

so keep cats inside and dogs on leashes to 
minimize interactions. 

The feeding of wildlife is not allowed in 
Bent Tree due to many issues such as the 
spread of disease by congregation. The 
habituation of wild animals to rely on 
human food cannot be undone and has 
led to unfortunate outcomes for black 
bears. Though bird feeders are allowed, 
they should be moved around and cleaned 
frequently. They will draw uninvited 
guests such as mice, raccoons and bears. 
Maintaining winter bird feeders can be 
enjoyable and definitely helps birds, but 
it is not a trivial commitment. And don’t 
forget that nearby clean unfrozen water 
sources can be just as helpful as food 
sources. 

It is important that wildlife populations be 
in balance with what the natural habitat 
can support.  Wildlife has survived a long 
time in the forests. They have instincts and 
adaptive techniques to make it through 
the winter.  If we restore and protect the 
natural habitat of native plants and trees, it 
will provide for them.

A black bear enjoys a long winters nap

A cardinal has fluffed its feathers to keep warmth 
against its skin
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Call Joe at 706-669-9326  |  www.curbingga.com

SPECIALIZING IN

LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN DRAINAGE LAND 

CLEARING
DRIVEWAY 

INSTALLATION

Natural Stone, Wood, & Engineered Block Walls

RETAINING 
WALLS

STONE
STEPS

20 Years Experience! 
Our customer service and quality work is highly regarded by Bent Tree residents!

Visit Us At Our Jasper Location
620 J.L. White Drive, Suite 110
Phone (706) 692-9080  Fax (706) 692-1199

PHYSICAL AND  
OCCUPATIONAL 

 THERAPY SERVICES

WWW.ADVANCEREHAB.COM
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Meet the Bent Tree Authors on Feb. 5
By Andrew Kidd, Arts Council of Bent Tree

The mission of the Bent Tree Arts Council 
is to create an awareness of the bounty 
of arts and artists that reside in this 
community. The first of several events 
is slated for Sunday afternoon February 
5th at 2:00 p.m. in Club Tamarack. The 
event is free and open to everyone who is 
interested in the literary arts. Each “Meet 
the Bent Tree Authors” will highlight four 
authors that reside in Bent Tree. From the 
excellent response, another event like this 
will be scheduled for later in the spring or 
summer. The goal is for the literary artists 
to share their personal stories of their 
inspirations, techniques, or share some 
interesting stories regarding their writings. 
Each author will have a 10-minute period 
to talk about their skill, or their writings, 
followed by a 10 minute question and 
answer period. This will be a very informal 
and intimate setting that will hopefully, 
inspire more residents to explore their 
creative and artistic side. Please join our 
premier event for the growing Arts Council 
of Bent Tree. 

Below are very brief write-ups about our 
four authors for the Feb. 5th event. 

Lynn Kaiser Conrad
Since Lynn was young, she wrote. In high 
school, like many teenagers, she started to 
express her feelings and thoughts through 
poetry. In college, Lynn achieved some 
success with her writing and decided 
she would publish her first collection of 
poetry by her 21st birthday. Poetry wasn’t 
as popular then as it is now, and that goal 
was not achieved. Over the years, Lynn 

continued to write professionally and for 
pleasure but never identified as a writer, 
even though she had published thousands 
of pieces. Lynn shared her poems via text 
messages to friends who all repeatedly 
asked when she was going to publish a 
book. That idea was too lofty, almost 
ephemeral. It was a few years ago when her 
lifelong friend who is a college professor 
said to her, “if you write, then you are 
a writer.” That’s when things changed. 
Lynn found a publisher who took her 
into her stable of writers, and Lynn has 
now published 3 books and has a fourth 
manuscript ready for publication.

Liisa Cay Pasila
Liisa Cay Pasila is an internationally 
published author from Finland. Appraised 
by literary critics as “a tale of discovery 
in the tradition of Hesse’s Siddhartha and 
Coelho’s The Alchemist”, her bestselling 
novel “KUN  LUN” has been published in 
English, Finnish and Czech. It’s a historical 
fiction story of two Chinese men in the 
16th century, who cross the Himalayas 
in search of a mythical mountain where 
gods dwell and all mysteries are unveiled. 
Liisa has just finished a 4-year long project 
of writing the biography of the Dalai 
Lama’s closest advisor, former PM of 
Tibetan Exile Government and the highest 
ranked Tibetan Lama in the world, Prof. 
Samdhong Rinpoche and is presently 
writing a sequel to KUN LUN.

Christine Cobb
Christine’s literary work tells a true story 
of a daughter’s love as her mother as 

she takes the final steps in her mother’s 
journey. As she states, “shortly before 
I knew I would be the one to bear the 
responsibility of taking care of my 
mother, who was quickly changing into 
a state of dementia, I saw God begin to 
illuminate the path before me, nurturing 
and preparing me for this indelible time 
in my life.” “Through a series of events it 
became crystal clear to me that God has an 
inevitable way of weaving us together for 
His purpose. Through my faith in Him and 
with an open heart and mind, I could see in 
hindsight the path that He created for me 
and for others. A path on which I saw great 
and amazing things happen.”

Henry (Hank) Hollensbe 
Hank writes thrillers because they’re what 
he likes to read. He was educated as an 
engineer. After military service, his initial 
employment was in data processing; later 
he became a stockbroker. The science 
and mathematics of his education (read 
especially his third novel, Rubenstein’s 
Augur) and his subsequent business 
experience make his novels accurate in 
detail. His characters are well drawn—
his heroes always sympathetic—and 
believable. His physical descriptions are 
detailed and complete. The situations 
within his works are creative, but 
reasonable. His novels are complex, but 
comprehensible. He is the accomplished 
author of Barlow, Denizens, The 
Screenwriter, Rubenstein’s Augur, The 
Dryden Note, Tat’s No.1, The Dark Side of 
Vanity and several other works.

Bob Bell & Associates Computer Services
WE'RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!

6 am - 5 pm M-TH • 6am - 4:30 pm Fri
We take after hours calls & messages

* Any Computer Hardware Repairs - Windows & Apple
* Viruses, Malware Upgrades, Security

* We build Desktop Computers for Windows 7 & 10
(Extremely Reliable and with Warranty)

* Networking and Data Recovery • Service Call or Drop Offs
706-301-9148

A Veteran Owned Business

We’re the only true local community bank in
Jasper and Pickens County, if you haven’t 
met us yet, come see why
we think local banking
means better banking.

WE’VE BEEN A PART OF
PICKENS COUNTY SINCE 2000.

15 Sammy McGhee Blvd
65 Cove Road

3850 Camp Rd Suite F

706-253-9600
www.cbopc.com
Jasper, GA 30143

Lobby: Mon-Fri 9-5
Drive Thru: Mon-Fri 8-5

and Sat 8-12
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Your KBTB Donations 
at Work
By Andrew Kidd 

Your amazing donations from your BTCI assessment 
invoices have helped The Keep Bent Tree Beautiful 
(KBTB) committee fund many worthy projects 
during this past year. Besides our Spring and Fall 
Landscape color plantings and annual mulching 
of all landscaped beds, we have accomplished the 
following beautification projects: 

• Purchased native plants for the Nature Center 
beds

• Purchased Georgia native pollinator wild flower 
seeds for 3 Pollinator Zones in Bent Tree

• Purchased spring and fall color annuals for beds 
and tavern (vinca, pansies, etc)

• Purchased new wooden picnic tables for several 
amenity areas

• Purchased replacement Sunshine Anise shrubs 
that have died in our mail center & recycle area

• Purchased and updated outdoor holiday decor

• Purchased the needed supplies for a irrigation 
water line installed at the Cove Rd entrance bed

• Purchased the labor and time for several dead and 
leaning safety hazard trees to be removed

• Furnished Bent Tree volunteer labor to accomplish 
most all of the above, saving our BTCI monies for 
other major upgrades and maintenance.  

With the amazing help of over 40 Bent Tree 
volunteers, we have constantly tried to improve 
the beauty of our community. The mission of 
our sub-committee of Bent Tree Lake & Wildlife 
Organization is to “ ..use the talents of the resident 
volunteers to consistently maintain the existing 
landscape zones to accentuate the natural beauty of 
the Bent Tree Community.”

We work in lock step with the BTCI Executive 
Board, our Lake and Wildlife governing board, the 
employees of Bent Tree and all the residents of our 
great community to provide a beautiful place to live 
and thrive.  

As you look at your BTCI assessment invoice, we 
hope that you will choose to donate any amount of 
money to this worthy cause. Your funds go directly 
to your own community, and you will see the 
immediate benefits of such a worthy donation. 

Questions: email Andrew Kidd, Co-chair of KBTB at 
AndrewKidd58@gmail.com

Bent Tree Stables
by Keeve Krasner, Stable Master

Dealing with freezing temperatures, blanketing horses, frozen water troughs, 
busted water pipes, torrential downpours and flooded horse stalls is not 
exactly the time to be thinking about summer horse camp at the Bent Tree 
Stables. However, the phone still rings and emails keep popping up in my 
inbox with inquiries as to when will be the dates of your next summer horse 
camp for our children. I guess not everyone is like me who just wakes up every 
day, feeds and tacks horses, leads trail rides, mucks stalls, hauls hay around, 
goes home, eats dinner, goes to sleep and does it all over again the next 
morning. Most people are looking forward and planning out their year which 
includes their children’s summer vacation time. Thus, I have spent the day 
reviewing the calendar and selecting the dates for our next Bent Tree Stables 
Summer Horse Camp. These dates along with pricing and other information 
can be seen in the attached flyer. If you need more information or have any 
questions regarding our summer horse camp please do not hesitate to call me.

Finally, with the solitude of winter weather, come on down to the stables and 
enjoy a beautiful winter trail ride or tune up your skills with a horse riding 
lesson. We are open Wednesdays thru Sunday with same day reservations; and 
also open Mondays and Tuesdays with 24 hour advance reservations. Until 
then, Happy Trails.

For more information and reservations, please contact the stables at  
706-692-6322.

Benevolent Fund Thank You
By John Micha

The Bent Tree Employee Benevolent Fund committee would like to sincerely 
thank the residents of Bent Tree for the generous donations you provided for 
the employees of our community. This act of kindness and thanks has been 
happening for well over 30 years, and our appreciation for the ever- diligent 
Bent Tree employees has never been more deserved than this past year 2022! 
Donations are requested each year so that we may reward our employees with 
a Christmas gift. Committee members are Kim Stahlman, Dan Adams, Andy 
Kidd, Harold Ford, Rick Patterson and John Micha. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact a member of the committee.

There are 93 people currently employed by Bent Tree and gifts are awarded 
to every employee.  The amount of each gift is calculated by a “seniority 
formula” based upon the number of years each employee has been working for 
the community of Bent Tree. Each year a small percentage of the donations 
is retained to help any of our employees who suffer an incident such as a fire, 
severe accident, or debilitating illness that causes them a hardship. 

This past Christmas our Benevolent Fund was able to distribute bonuses 
totaling $34,800 and I can assure you that these donations were greatly and 
GENUINELY appreciated by all of our hard-working staff members who help 
us so much. We are hoping that next year we can increase the number of 
residents in Bent Tree who contribute to this fund - maintaining the fact that 
Bent Tree is not only a great place to live, but also a great place to work! 

Again, thank you to the residents who donated and if you did not, please do 
consider it for next year.
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Children ages 6 to 15 

Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Additional charge for early drop-off and/or late pick-up. 

Focus: Kids spend the first half of the day learning how to care for, groom, tack and ride horses. 
Emphasis is  on learning to ride or improving your riding skills. Other activities include arts and 
crafts, games, swimming and cooling off at the beach. 
 
Cost:    $500 per child for 1 week.       $900 per child for 2 weeks. 

Deposit: $100  (fully refundable  until May 15th for June camps 
        until June 15th for July camps) 
 

Registration Form: download from:  bent-tree.com/Amenities/Stables/Summer-Camps 

Balance Due: payment in full due two weeks before start of camp date 
Refunds: for medical or extenuating circumstance, balance due will be fully refundable 
Disclaimer: camps that do not meet a minimum participation level or for any other reason may 
be cancelled with an option to pick another camp date or be fully refunded.  
Payments: make checks out to Bent Tree Stables, 2225 Tamarack Dr #20092, Jasper, GA 30143 
Questions: please email:  btstables@etcmail.com   or   call: 706-692-6322 

706-692-6322 

Summer 
Horse Camp 

2023 

June  12 - 16  June  19 - 23  
July   10 - 14   July    17 - 21 

Select one or more camp sessions: 
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February – Show The Love, Share The Love!
By Veda L. Wohlford, Photos by Veda L. Wohlford   

Happy Valentine’s Day from your Bent-Tree 
Animal Shelter!  Ain’t love grand?  Who 
doesn’t love love?  We have the perfect 
opportunity for you to show and share the 
love, with a lovable bundle of fur!  We are 
planning a shelter open house on Sunday, 
February 12, from 1:00 to 4:00, and we would 
LOVE to see you there!  You can meet all of 
our kitties, ask questions of our volunteers 
about each, and we hope you will fall in 
love! (with a cat, not with a volunteer!).  
Refreshments will be served during the open 
house, so come on by and meet a kitty!  The 
Bent Tree Animal Hospital is located near 
the front gate, right next to The Cottage.

And while we’re on the topic of love, here’s 
a list of ways that your cat may show that 
THEY love YOU!

• Purring:  This one seems obvious, but it’s 
also one of the most calming aspects of 
having a cat.  Nothing better than having a 
cat in your lap purring away!

• Head-Butting:  This is also called Bunting.  
It’s when your cat rubs their cheek 
or forehead on you.  They’re actually 
marking you with their own scent, kind 
of saying “you’re mine”…what a great 
Valentine’s Day sentiment!

• Kneading: Some folks call this “making 
biscuits”.  This harkens back to their 
kittenhood, and adult cats do this when 
they’re feeling content, relaxed, and loved.

• Rolling:  If a cat really loves you, they’ll 
throw themselves at your feet and roll 
around on their back, exposing their 
belly.  This is their way of greeting you, 
and showing that they love you, and more 
importantly, trust you.

• Leaving “Gifts”:  If a cat brings you a 
mouse they’ve caught, or a toy they’ve 
captured, they are bringing you this 
special gift because they love you.  One 
time, my cat brought me a snake!  I guess 
he REALLY loved me!

So that’s how cats show their love to you.  
How about coming by the Open House on 
February 12 and share your love with one (or 
two!) of them!  We’d love to see you there!

2022 was a busy year at the Shelter.  Here are 
some statistics about what went on during the 
year:

Cats:  34 cats were helped by us in 2022.  
We adopted out 15 to new homes, 2 owners 
reclaimed their lost cats, and there are 
currently 17 at the shelter.  

Dogs:  While we do help far more cats than 
dogs, we did adopt out 3 dogs, and helped 28 
dogs get back to their owners after being lost 
for a bit.

We also helped 2 pigs get back to their 
owners!  So it’s not just cats and dogs!

Remember, all of our cats and dogs are fully 
vetted medically, and spayed or neutered 
before being eligible for adoption.  Ready 
to adopt one of these loving bundles of fur?  
Bent-Tree’s Animal Shelter has so many 
animals available for adoption.  Little 
cats, big cats, quiet cats, loud cats.  So 
many kitties of all shapes, sizes, and 
personalities, all of them just wanting a 
fur-ever home with you and your family!    

If you would like to visit any of our kitties 
to see if you’re a match made in heaven, 
please contact LuAnn Chambers at 
678.414.1047.

Sweet Little Sweet Pea! – This sweet baby loves 
being kissed on the head!

Uh Oh, it’s Oreo! – Oreo is an 8 or 9 month old 
Tuxedo kitty, another super-sweet little lady who 

just wants a fur-ever home with you!

Baby Bessie! – Bessie loves to play and loves to be 
petted!  Look how gorgeous she is!

Tigger Boy! – I’m not sure I’m supposed to have a 
favorite kitty at the shelter, so don’t tell anyone, but 

Tigger is my favorite!  He spent most of our time 
together in my arms, purring away!  If you love to 

be loved, Tigger is your man!

Beautiful Bailey! – Bailey is super chill, just 
hanging out in the kitty condo.  Such a beautiful 

orange tabby!
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BTAC Celebrates Bent Tree Staff
By Margie Robinson

On December 15, Bent Tree Activities Committee members tagged 
with the Bent Tree Benevolent Fund for a celebration of our 
amazing staff.  

As staff members entered The Tavern for their lunch hour, 
the Benevolent Fund organizers presented every employee 
with a check from the funds donated by Bent Tree residents to 
show their appreciation for their tireless commitment to our 
community.

Following the presentation, the Activities Committee sponsored a 
traditional holiday turkey and dressing buffet luncheon (prepared 
by the Tavern). It was a time for staff to take a break and enjoy a 
luncheon in their honor. 

The Activities Committee has a special appreciation for our 
staff’s  assistance with the many events the Activities Committee 
sponsors during the year. They support us in so many ways setting 
up all Club Tamarack events, parties at the pool, our Fall Festival 
and the most intensive event of the year, Youthfest. Every area 

of our staff from Administration, Public Safety, Building and 
Grounds, Water Department and the amenities of Golf, Tennis 
and Stables, plus special menus by The Tavern - all participate 
in supporting the week long Youthfest event. Their advice and 
experience is invaluable. 

It was our pleasure to salute them for the ways they tirelessly 
commit themselves.

Thank you and Happy New Year, Bent Tree Staff!
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Another Chance
By Chris Feldt

Death challenged my being alive
and stunned me into an artificial sleep.
And when I awoke in my drive,
my cuts and bruises were far too deep.
 
I crawled up my precipitous hill 
and ascended my last few stairs.
And if looks of fear could truly kill,
you should have seen the stares!
 
Was it a bear, they asked,
that attacked you?  No.
My car grabbed me fast
and I reacted too damn slow.
 
Soon the medics arrived
and sped me away.
with hopes that I may survive
to live another day.
 
But my brain scan wasn’t right.
There was bleeding in my head.
And I became filled with fright
and learned I could be dead.

Then hours passed after I was seen
And at last, they offered me meds
but mistakenly gave me enough 
morphine
to almost make me dead.
 
And after five hours more 
they sent me on my way.
And I slept near the floor
until the following day.
 
However, when I awoke, my sweet dog
had crawled beside me to pass away.
Too much death left me in a fog
And pondering decay.
 
If a cat has nine lives
Surely, I have at least three.
But I expended two that tragic night
and my get-out-of-jail card wasn’t free.
 
And so, I have another chance
to revel in my daughter’s delight.
And with any luck, I’ll watch her dance
on her distant wedding night.

12th Annual Bent Tree Tennis & 
Pickleball Tournament for Scholarships
By Sandy Tolar, Photography by Sheila Thompson

What a wonderful turnout for the Tennis 
& Pickleball Tournament on Saturday, 
September 10th.  Over fifty participants 
played to support student tennis players 
in Pickens County, and the event raised 
over $7,000!  This scholarship tournament 
was conducted in partnership with The 
Bent Tree Foundation, Inc., a charitable 
organization.  Their website is www.
benttreefoundation.org.  Brad King, 
Tournament Liaison, and The Bent Tree 
Tennis & Pickleball Committee wish to 
thank the community for its support of 
this very important project.

The funds were made possible by player 
entry fees and local sponsor donations.  
Diamond Level Sponsors were Rock Creek 
Manor, M.K. Distributors (Mark & Karen 
Krasner), Jesse & Debbie Hunter, Parish 
Lowrie State Farm Insurance, Wayside 
Animal Hospital, Dr. Carlton P. Faulk/GA 
Mountain Dermatology, Craft Real Estate 
(Bob McCallum).  Gold Level Sponsors 
were Brad & Beth King, Community 
Bank of Pickens County, Prestige Auto 

Repair, Carol & Sonny Haisten, Victor 
Nails & Tan, Tate Medical Associates, 
Lana Bruce at Maggie’s Off Main, Hall 
Brothers Landscape Supply, GA Mountain 
Ophthalmology (Dr. Matt Camp), 
Harmony Henderson All State Agency and 
Dr. Brenda Fritz.  Silver Level Sponsors 
were Collins Septic Tank Service, A&T 
Towing and Service Center and Bob & 
Kristy Coleman.  Bronze Level Sponsors 
were Carol & Bill Hutchison, Barry & Gail 
Foy, R&R Body Shop, Bodacious Food 
Company (Cathy Cunningham), Rowland 
Tire, Advanced Rehabilitation, The Last 
Catch, Tom Ashbeck, Laird Carmichael & 
Richard Kilpatrick.

Although the weather was rainy and 
windy, the players’ attitudes were bright 
and shiny.  Good food, fun play and a 
wonderful location helped make this event 
a success.  We encourage you to pick up a 
paddle or racket and join us next year for a 
very rewarding experience. 

This article accidentally missed 
publication in an earlier echo.
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SPRING
FLING

 

Ahoy! Come set sail with us as
we open our pools!

MAY 26, 2023
              

Bent Tree Activities Committee

at the upper pool

Watch the Echo and Friday
News for more information
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A Word From the  
Men’s Golf Association
By Chuck Hahn aka Hahn_Solo  
(w/an assist by the MGA el Presidente)

Message From The President
The first MGA tournament and breakfast business meeting this year 
is March 18th. However, planning

for the 2023 season is well under way. If you haven’t signed up yet be 
sure to do so. The sooner the

better! Sign up at the pro shop ($35, Cash or Check) and be sure 
to provide your phone number and email address so we can keep 
you informed. Our mission is to have fun by participating in eight 
(8) competitive tournaments throughout the year. Thanks to the 
handicap system (GHIN) players with different skill levels, playing 
from different sets of tees, can compete with one another.

A handicap committee has been formed this year, thanks to our 
beloved golf pro, Patrick Higgins. The MGA will have representation 
on the committee to monitor rounds played and scores posted. Our 
tournaments can’t be fun if they are not fair.  Always play your best 
and always post your score, unless of course you played in a scramble 
or similar such format. We will do our best to keep you informed this 
year via email blasts and postings on the MGA Board at the Pro Shop. 
If anybody has any comments, suggestions or complaints feel free to 
contact me.

Respectfully,

Bill Fickes (fickesbatl@gmail.com)

**************

While we’re on the topic of handicap committee’s and posting 
scores let me toss this nugget out. Stop obsessing about your score. 
Post your score based on the USGA Rules of Handicapping.  What 
is the maximum hole score for handicap posting purposes? If you 
have an established Handicap Index®, the maximum score for each 
hole played is limited to a net double bogey, equal to double bogey 
plus any handicap strokes you are entitled to receive based on your 
Course Handicap™.  For example: A player with a Course Handicap 
of 15 receives one handicap stroke on holes with a stroke index of 1 
through 15 on the scorecard. On a par 4 hole with a stroke index of 10, 
the player’s maximum hole score is 7. Double bogey (6) + 1 handicap 
stroke = 7. Why do I (we) care?  You as an individual should want to 
get every stroke you’re entitled to. If you’re picking up after a double 
bogey and you’re getting a stroke on the hole, suck it up, post the 
triple bogey and move on. If your ego won’t let you post more than a 
double, you’re hurting yourself and furthermore you’re hurting your 
playing partner(s) in any team events. EOR (End of Rant)

Writing this is harder than it seems.  These Echo deadlines roll 
around every 30 days and we’re still a month away from our season 
opener. It’s not like I’m Lewis Grizzard writing the “Greatest 
Headline in the History of Sports Journalism”, is it? Two down, ten 
to go.

New Year’s Eve 
Celebration Party
by Danny Day

The Bent Tree Activities Committee New Years Eve 
Celebration Party was a great success. It was a fun evening 
of non-stop music and an abundance of international 
foods were enjoyed from around the world! From Finland 
Lihapullat - Traditional Finnish Meatballs and Joulurttu 
along with Finnish Christmas Star Cookies were served.  
Germany was represented with Cucumber Salad and 
Oktoberfest German Beer Cheese Spread w/Pumpernickel 
Bread & Pretzels. For Spain we enjoyed Ham & Olive 
Bruschetta w/Cream Cheese Tapas and seasoned Pork-Beef 
Olive Pasta treats. Brazil offerings included Sweet Gnocchi 
Coconut and Guava Shortbread Cookies.  Japan bought to us 
Sweet & Spicy Soy Glazed Edamame, Chicken and Vegetable 
Dumplings and Pork & Vegetable Dumplings. A beautiful 
Native American Inspired Red Velvet Cake was a star. All 
were delicious. Thanks to our Bent Tree volunteers for an 
amazing array of food. So much was made that most in 
attendance at midnight left with full to go boxes!      

Each table with the country’s food also had a traditional 
New Year’s Eve activity to explore and a backdrop of the 
country for photo ops.  There were no assigned tables, but 
people collected friends and sat together and all guests were 
served champagne for our midnight toast.       

In the Fireside Lounge, game watchers got a 2023 gift of a 
Georgia win as the clock struck 12 while in the main hall, the 
automated ball drop passed into 2023 at the midnight count 
down.

Thanks so much to Lyn Fickes and Marion Day for 
decorating the Club for NYE.  We couldn’t have done it 
without the help of Jodi Bitzer handling the check-in and 
Keith Unger organizing and taking care of our DJ. Sincere 
appreciation goes to Lea McMillan, Lisa Lester,  Marion Day, 
The Tavern and Mari Mari Treats for the spectacular food 
(and so much more). Our three bartenders Sheila Hedgpeth, 
Paula Bush and Marie Peters were fantastic and kept the 
spirits flowing.     

It was a joyous occasion with lots of dancing, laughter, 
friendship and a great start to a Happy 2023!
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Pickleball Happenings…
By Kristy and Bob Coleman

Spring is fast approaching here in the North Georgia Mountains. 
And that means warmer temps to play even more Pickleball 
outdoors.  However, the winter weather of cold temps and rain, 
sometimes icy, does not restrict our play as we are blessed with 4 
indoor courts: The game goes on. And for that reason, we’ve been 
experiencing great support and turnout for our open play times 
with as many as 16 players. Our hope is you’ll join us soon. 

While the sport is old, many of us are relatively new players 
(only playing for a few years). We certainly understand a 
little apprehension in starting. Start anyway. Pickleball offers 
participants so many healthy benefits. It provides a cardio 
workout in working some of the largest muscle groups (legs), 
which will improve your mobility and balance. The game sharpens 
your hand eye coordination, while increasing your range of 
motion. It’s a fun way to exercise without exercising.  In addition, 
it will enhance your social network as you meet new players, some 
of which, no doubt, will become close friends. We have demo 
paddles available for use at The Courts. All you need are tennis 
shoes (also available at courts, for sale, no demos, sorry). Please 
check our round robin schedules for dates and times. And then 
show up. Friday News is a great resource for learning dates/times 
of play. Also, we are planning a few tournaments this year, starting 
with our Valentines Classic on Feb 11th, starting at 9am. Consider 
stopping by and watching. Then be on the lookout for future 
events. Get involved. 

On December 10 the Bent Tree lady pickleball players played 
2 hours of pickleball followed by a gift exchange and a yummy 
lunch. A great time was had by all.

As a certified instructor and a USAPA Ambassador along with my 
wife Kristy, also a USAPA Ambassador for Pickens County, we 
would love to assist with any of your Pickleball needs. Please call 
me at 770-877-0884 with any questions. 

Hope to see you on the courts in 2023. 

Call The Courts at Bent Tree for more information. (770)893-2623.

Until next time…Keep on Pickling.
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Parish Lowrie  
CPCU, Agent

360 W Church Street
Jasper, GA 30143

Bus: 706-692-6920
parish@parishlowrie.com

Whether you need a question answered,  
a problem solved, or a claim reported,  
my job is to make it happen.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Being there 
is why  
I'm here.

Episcopal Church
of the Holy Family

Sundays
8:00 AM - Quiet Service & Communion

9:15 AM - Christian Education
10:30 AM - Music & Communion

HolyFamilyEpiscopalChurch.net
Just off Cove Road at

202 Griffith Road, Jasper, GA 30143
770-893-4525 | holyfamch2@etcmail.com

EVERYONE is welcome here!

Engaging in Vibrant Ministries for over 37 years

70 BH Lee Street, 
Jasper, GA 30143 

(706) 299-5800

Mon-Fri. 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM Sat. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Sun. Closed 

www .daltonwholesalefloors.com 

Mon-Fri 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM•Sat 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM•Sun: Closed
www.daltonwholesalefloors.com

We pride ourselves in offering flooring and cabinet  
products from the best brands in the industry.

CARPET | HARDWOOD | WATERPROOF | VINYL | TILE | LAMINATE | CABINETS

Follow us on Social Media

CARPET

TILE CABINETS

HARDWOODS

ONE-STOP SHOP 
FOR FLOORS,

CABINETS, & MORE

0% FINANCING0% FINANCING
Available with Approved Credit

FREE  FREE  
IN-HOME  

ESTIMATES

TANK RENT
FIRST YEAR FREE
• Free Tank Sets
• Automatic Delivery or Next Day Delivery
• Online Bill Pay 
• Propane Appliances!

5500 Ball Ground Hwy, Ball Ground, GA 30107
Ballground@gasinc.net     •     www.gasincorporated.com

770-720-1378770-720-1378
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Pickleball Spotlight… get to know your neighbors.
An interview with Lynda Thurman

Q. Where were you born/raised?
A.  I was born June 1st, 1947 at Crawford 
Long, Atlanta. My dad attended GT. 
He graduated with a degree in civil 
engineering, and became a project 
manager. As with most young adults, 
finances were tight. He couldn’t afford a 
class ring, and a new baby (me), so I was 
his “ring”.  My family moved/relocated 
often due to different work projects, 
primarily in the southeast. At a time 
when most fathers were commuting to 
jobsites, my father felt our family needed 
to be together. Looking back on it all, I 
believe The Good Lord was preparing me 
for my future with Gerald, as a Methodist 
Pastor. We moved about 11 times over his 
pastorate career. I had 2 younger siblings, a 
brother and a sister, both deceased. 

Q. What is your favorite childhood 
memory?
A. We had bomb scare one day at school. 
Dad said he looked up the street and saw 
me running fast towards him. I had my 
little sister by the hand, dragging her 
behind me. He said her feet never touched 
the ground. He said I could race in the 
Olympics one day. I remember how excited 
I was just thinking about that possibility. 

Q. How did you and Gerald meet? How 
long have you been married? How many 
children/grandchildren do you have?
A. We met at a College/Career retreat at 
Decatur First Methodist Church. He was 
attending Georgia Tech in Atlanta GA.  I 
was attending Huntingdon in Montgomery 
AL.  Gerald transferred to Huntingdon. 
They shared all their meals together. 
We have 3 children (2 boys, 1 girl), and 6 
grandchildren. 

Q. Did you attend college?
A. I studied Biology/Psychology at 
Huntingdon College after graduating 
from Druid Hills High School/ Terry 
Parker High School (2 high schools due 
to relocations; actually 3 elementary, 3 
middle schools as well). After graduation, I 
accepted a position with Coca-Cola in the 
Quality Standards Lab. I was responsible 
for ensuring our product tasted the same 
regardless of location/region of the country 
or countries purchased. I later worked in 
the research laboratory at Grady Hospital 
for a short time. I also worked in a 
preschool once our children were born.  

Q. How long have you been playing 
Pickle ball?
A. 5 years, starting in 2017. Started playing 
at Rec center. Our first time playing on 
the courts here in Bent Tree, Gerald dove 
for a ball and lost a tooth (he has a very 
competitive nature).

Q. What do you love about PB?
A.  Most anyone can have some manner of 
success within first hours of playing. No 
past experience is necessary. The social 
aspect is a huge attraction, meeting new 
people, good people. And Pickle ball is now 
available all over. Hard to find anywhere 
that doesn’t offer courts of some kind. Also 
love that Gerald and I can play together. 

Q. Favorite color?
A. Blue and yellow

Q. Favorite food?
A. I love Pizza. I love making it with my 
grandchildren. All of us in the kitchen 
together coming up with new ideas for 
toppings and crust…its just fun. 

Q. What else would you like people 
know about you?
A. I believe Faith is extremely important.  
God makes all things better. I look for the 
blessings, the silver lining in situations. 

Huge Thank you to Lynda for sharing a 
fraction of her story. I challenge everyone 
to make time to listen to one another’s 
story. Life is so busy, we often work beside, 
socialize with folks we know very little 
about. The more we share our stories 
with others, the more we began to realize 
we have tons in common. I encourage all 
residents to get involved in all that Bent 
Tree has to offer, and get to know your 
neighbors.
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L & M SERVICES OF JASPER, LLC

PAINTING
Residential & Commercial

770-655-4558 . 770-893-7125

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Gutter Cleaning
• Siding
• Carpentry

FREE ESTIMATES . FULLY INSURED

 
W. JASON UCHITEL

Attorney at Law

404-219-9247
misteru@uchitel.net

General Law Practice Since 1972

Specializing in:
Wills, Estates, and Probate Matters

Domestic Relations
Criminal Issues

Personal Injuries

No Charge for Initial Consultation
House Calls Are No Problem

Bent Tree Resident

AUTOMATIC HOME STANDBY
GENERATORS
TRANSFER SWITCHES
SURGE PROTECTION

Have Power When You Need It And Want ItHave Power When You Need It And Want It
24/7 For Your Home Or Business24/7 For Your Home Or Business

If You Think Whole House If You Think Whole House 
Generator Systems Are Not Generator Systems Are Not 

Affordable...Think Again!Affordable...Think Again!

• 7,000 to 150,000  
watts

• Fully Automatic 
Home Standby

• 24 hour blackout  
protection

• LP or natural gas

Scott Fowler, Owner
Power Solutions Unlimited
111 Confederate Ave.
Jasper, GA 30143

Phone: (706) 253-7737
Cell: (770) 893-9177
Fax: (706) 253-7739
scott@psu24-7.com

www.psu24-7.com
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GREEN & GROWING Welcome to 2023! Yes, January is 
traditionally one of the coldest 
months here in Georgia, but a 
little chill shouldn’t stop you from 
getting things done in the landscape. 

December saw unusually warm temperatures, so 
maybe the first month of the new year will surprise 
us too!

The colder months are the best time to plant new 
trees and shrubs, so get to digging! Most plants’ 
growth is halted by cooler temperatures, meaning 
they are less demanding for nutrients, so this time 
of year the focus is on root establishment and 
growth. When installing something new, it’s always 
best to surround the base of the plant with mulch, 
but never up against the trunk or main stem.

Light pruning can be done on trees now. Do 
corrective and ‘clean up’ pruning on trees while you 
can see the branch structure, before they leaf back 
out. Start by pruning dead or diseased limbs, then 
ones that are crossing. And while some vegetative 
growth on the ground has died back, now is a good 
time to chop bamboo, English ivy and kudzu back 
while you can get to the main stems of the plant.

Plant things with winter blooms, like pansies and 
hellebores! Pop them in garden beds, sprinkle a 
little Osmocote fertilizer around each one, and then 
cover each with a handful of mulch before watering 
them in. And there’s still time to plant bulbs, like 
daffodils and irises.

This is the month we’re likely to see our first 
“hard freeze” of the year. But what’s the difference 
between a frost and a freeze? Frost is visible on 
plants, windshields, etc. and can occur when temps 
are ABOVE freezing, and it all depends on dew point 
as well. If the dew point is below freezing, a frost is 
more likely. Freezing is when the air temperature 
is literally below 32 degrees. And a freeze can 
come without a frost. A “hard freeze” is when the 
temperature drops further, below 28 degrees, for 
a longer time. It will kill the top growth of most 
perennials and root crops, BUT a hard frost doesn’t 
mean plants are dead though. Even after your plants 
have died back to the ground, the soil may be warm 
enough, so the roots are still growing.

And finally, what to do with that live Christmas 
tree? I am fortunate to be able to throw ours in the 
woods behind our house, and I am delighted to see 
birds and deer nesting by it. Some local parks and 
usually Home Depot stores offer to chip your tree, 
producing usable mulch.

Cheers to many new 
garden opportunities 
in the coming year!

Ashley Frasca is host of the radio 
show Green and Growing, heard 
on 95.5 WSB Radio every Saturday 
from 6-9:00 a.m. For gardening 
tips, information, and advice, 
follow her Facebook page: 

Facebook.com/greenandgrowingwsb
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Open Seating � Food and Beverage Available  
Regular Admission: $20 Donation 

Seniors (65+) & Veterans: $15 Donation 
Tickets available on-line at:  

https://americanlegion149.com/concert-tickets 

Benefiting American Legion Pickens Post 149  
31 March 2023    6:00pm-7:30pm 

(Doors Open at 5pm) 
Chattahoochee Technical College Auditorium 

100 Campus Dr., Jasper, GA 

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM SPONSORS 

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSORS 

Scan to 
Buy 

Tickets 

All Types of Tree Service Including:

• Trimming

• Pruning

• Removal

• Topping

• Firewood

• View Clearing

• Take Downs

• Stump Grinding

• Dangerous Trees

• And More!

Any Trees - All TreesAny Trees - All Trees
35 Years 

Experience
24 Hours

Emergency Service

References Available Inside Bent Tree
Fully Insured Free Estimates

Local Family Owned & Operated 
David & Jill Jones

706-692-9473 | 706-635-3242706-692-9473 | 706-635-3242
cell: 770-337-8547cell: 770-337-8547

SO
UT

HE
RN

Darrell Southern
50 Liberty Parkway • Jasper, GA

Shop: 706-253-6388
Cell: 678-231-9516

PAINT &
BODY WORKS

dSouthern@ellijay.com

Gently Used Furniture, Household Items & Decor

706-253-5947
371 N. Main Street • Jasper  

Monday - Saturday 10AM - 4PM
All proceeds go to caring for the stray and abused pets of Pickens County.

www.pickensanimalrescue.org

PICKENS
Animal Rescue 

Thrift Store
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5 things not to do and easy, 
inexpensive fixes to keep your 
home safer…
1. LEAVING YOUR 

GARAGE DOOR OPEN 
OR UNLOCKED. 
Once inside the garage, a 
burglar can use any tools you 
haven’t locked away to break 
into your home, out of sight 
of the neighbors. Interior 
doors between the garage and 
your home often aren’t as 
strong as exterior doors and 
may not have deadbolt locks.

INSTEAD: Always close and 
lock the garage door. Make 
sure you get a garage-door 
opener with random codes 
that automatically reset.  
Better yet, get one that you 
can also control from your 
smart phone.  They aren’t 
expensive and you can even 
program it to alert you if you 
forgot to close the door or if 
the door opens when you are 
away.

2. HIDING SPARE KEYS
Burglars know about fake 
rocks and leprechaun 
statues and will check under 
doormats, in mailboxes, and 
over doorways.

INSTEAD: Give a spare set to 
a neighbor or family member.  
Better yet, have a new 
security system installed in 
your home which also allows 
you to lock and unlock doors 
by using your smart phone.

3. DON’T LET 
LANDSCAPING GET 
OVERGROWN
Tall hedges and shrubs near 
the house create hiding spots 
for burglars who may even 
use overhanging branches to 
climb onto your roof.

INSTEAD: Keep the growth 
around your house trimmed 
back – shrubs, trees, 

everything.  It will help keep 
your house safe, plus it will 
help keep bugs and critters 
out of your house.  Better yet, 
buy a smart phone that also 
does yard work…  (Lemme 
know where you find that 
app.)

4. KEEPING YOUR 
HOUSE IN THE 
DARK. 
Like overgrown landscaping, 
poor exterior lighting creates 
shadows in which burglars 
can work unobserved.

INSTEAD: Replace burned 
out bulbs promptly, add 
lighting where needed, and 
consider putting fixtures 
on motion sensors or light 
sensors so that they go on 
automatically.  Also - that 
new security system I’ve been 
mentioning will also allow 
you to operate your inside 
and outside lighting from 
your phone.  You really need 
to look into this.  Seriously.

5. LEAVING “GOODY” 
BOXES BY THE CURB
Nothing screams “I just got a 
brand new flat-screen, stereo, 
or other big-ticket item” like 
their boxes by the curb with 
your garbage cans.

INSTEAD: Break down big 
boxes into small pieces and 
bundle them together so that 
you can’t tell what was inside.  
Better yet, break them down 
and recycle them.

THE HOLIDAYS 
ARE OVER. 

Whew!  This is a good 
time to take a step back 
and look at your home 
security.  It’s fairly easy 
to get a home security 

system installed, but you can do 
more without spending much.

Grab your hammer and 
join the show! In Atlanta, 
404.872.0750 or 
1.800.972.8255.  Saturday 
mornings from 9:00 a.m. 

until 12:00 p.m., Dave Baker is WSB’s 
resident household repair and home 
improvement expert! He provides a 
multitude of tips and advice on planning, 
building and fixing up around the house.  
Follow Dave on his Facebook page:  
Facebook.com/thehomefixitpage
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Behind January, February is the second 
coldest month on average for Metro 
Atlanta.

In fact, the coldest temperature ever 
recorded in Atlanta occurred on 

February 13, 1899 when the thermometer 
dropped to -9 degrees Fahrenheit!

But February’s icy heart has thawed in recent 
years. Looking at the climatological data, 
thermometers climbed  to 80 degrees in 
2019, 79 degrees in 2018 and 2021, and 78 
degrees in 2022.

The average rainfall for the month of 

February is 4.55 inches. The record highest 
rainfall occurred in 1961, when 12.77 inches 
of rain fell within 28 days!

Recently, a total of 10.58 inches of rainfall 
fell in February 2020.

Snow lovers, rejoice! It does snow in 
February in Metro Atlanta. The last time 
measurable snowfall occurred in the city 
took place in February 2014, when 2 inches 
of snow blanketed the area.

But the record highest snowfall for Atlanta 
occurred in 1979, followed by 1934, when 
over 4 inches of snow fell across the region.

February marks the halfway mark between 
winter and spring, and for those searching 
for brighter days, take heart.

Between sunrise and sunset on February 1, 
the Atlanta area enjoys approximately 10 
hours and 34 seconds of daylight.

By February 28, the amount of daylight 
between sunrise and sunset is approximately 
11 hours and 25 seconds.

Falling in love with Atlanta’s 
weather? Beware of wide 
temperature swings! 

WEATHER BY CHRISTINA

Connect with me! 
Facebook: Christina Edwards WSB 
Twitter: @ChristinaWSBwx
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BT154NA/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, Inc. 678-606-9020
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Neese Heating and Cooling 678-856-4785
Precision Heating & Air 770-445-0870
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098
Zen Air 678-883-7868

Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Active Adult Community
Holbrook/Dogwood Forest 404-445-7777

Assisted Living
Camellia Place 770-876-3039
Manor Lake BridgeMill 678-990-5055

Attorney
Daryl L Kidd P.C. 770-499-1274

Auto Detailing
Polished Peach Car Wash 770-592-8102

Automotive Sales
Cory Sims "Big, Tall, Bald Guy" 706-618-0811

Banking
American Commerce Bank 470-422-1200
Credit Union of Georgia 678-486-1111

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
UCI Kitchen & Bath 770-441-1681

Cabinetry
Cabinet Buyers Outlet 706-972-4480

Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, Inc 770-975-4995

Consignment
Finders Keepers 404-296-0285
Uptown Cheapskate-Cumming 770-844-7600
Uptown Cheapskate-East Cobb 770-999-1967
Uptown Cheapskate-Johns Creek 770-495-1515

Dance Studio
CK DanceWorks, Inc. & CK Yoga 770-975-7298

Dentist
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) 770-704-1812
Distinctive Dentistry 770-445-6606
Esthetic Dental Solutions 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills 678-574-4837
Northpoint Dental 678-274-6987
Roswell Dental Care 470-288-1363
Swords & Phelps Dentistry 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021

Doors
EntryPoint Doors of Atlanta 770-904-0094

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 470-239-5568
Mr. Electric of Atlanta-Mr. Rooter 470-202-8023
Mr. Electric of Canton 678-408-7174
Rocket Electric 770-288-5855
ServiceWise Electric, LLC 404-704-4903
Shumate Electrical Services 678-584-0880

Flooring
Dalton Wholesale Floors-Ellijay 706-515-1510

Funeral Homes
In Their Honor of Jasper Funerals &
Cremations

706-253-5060
Garage Doors

Platinum Overhead Door 678-329-3100

Golf Courses
Club Corp Golf Clubs 770-389-2000

Golf Equipment & Supplies
Golf Cars of Canton 678-880-1156

Handyman
Shumate Handyman Services 678-584-0880

Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design 678-807-7422

Hospital
Northeast Georgia Medical Center 770-214-4492

Insurance
Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells 404-452-5066
State Farm-Matt Cresap 770-982-0064
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Kitchen
Housley Enterprises, Inc 678-546-2276

Landscaping
Stone Edge Landscapes 678-421-4763

Medical Clinic
Prestige Medical Group 706-692-9768

Mortgages
Cross Country Mortgage- Jeff Zulauf 770-597-2160

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901

Painting
360 Painting 770-213-5071
Benjamin Moore Paint Store-Alpharetta 678-404-5511
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203

Performing Arts
Falany Performing Arts Center & Alumni 770-720-9167
Schwartz Center For Performing Arts 404-727-8769

Pest Control
Windward Pest Services 404-545-1651

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Mr. Rooter of Atlanta 470-202-8178
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880
The Plumbers Guild 404-694-5128

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431
Primrose School of Acworth Bentwater 770-529-3925
Primrose School of Harmony on the Lakes 770-704-0721

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Ansley Atlanta Real Estate-Jody Tirone 404-451-3125
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne 404-403-1789
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin 678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-403-5639
Atlanta Communities-Steele 770-337-9529
Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner 404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Gipson and Co. 404-405-5363
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
David Cooke-Martin Lake Group at KW 770-652-6270
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer 678-358-3369
Keller Williams Susan Stanford 678-677-3935
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs 770-337-2006
Park Realty-John Morgan 770-655-9423
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin 770-330-2374
Remax-Heerema 770-238-6759A/C & Heating
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Restaurants
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The Beauty Barn 678-824-5466

Water Heaters
Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters 770-917-1852

Window Cleaning
Marietta Window Company 678-859-7481



After four 
generations in the 
kitchen business, 
we are proudly 
introducing a new 
concept in kitchen 
cabinetry design 
and purchase.

Cabinet Buyers 
Outlet offers free estimates on  
all your cabinetry needs, free 
design while giving factory  
direct pricing on the best  
quality cabinetry can buy.

You can stop by our brand new 
showroom at 175 South Main 
Street, Jasper, GA 30143 or call 
for a free in home consultation  
at 706-972-4480.

After you visit the big 
home improvement 
stores, bring in the 
estimate they charged 
you for, and we will 
deduct double what 
they charged for the 
estimate when you 
buy from us.

We always give free estimates 
with better quality and prices 
than those big box stores.

R O B E R T  H O C H B E R G     |     7 0 6 . 9 7 2 . 4 4 8 0

White Shaker  
10' x 10' Kitchen  
$3,995

All-wood  
Construction with 
Soft-close Doors  
and Drawers and 
Dovetail Drawer

ALWAYS FREE  ESTIMATES



770-893-2186 | www.craftrealestate.com | 858 Bent Tree Drive, Jasper, GA

  Craft
Real Estate

In 2022, there were 73 homes and 47 lots sold in Bent Tree. Craft, Inc. led In 2022, there were 73 homes and 47 lots sold in Bent Tree. Craft, Inc. led 
the way with 24 of the home sales and 16 of the lots. The total volume of the way with 24 of the home sales and 16 of the lots. The total volume of 

sales was $27,905,875 for homes and $605,050 for lots. There are currently sales was $27,905,875 for homes and $605,050 for lots. There are currently 
thirteen homes on the market (two of those are new construction on spec thirteen homes on the market (two of those are new construction on spec 

homes) and three pending sales. Of the thirteen homes on the market, Craft, homes) and three pending sales. Of the thirteen homes on the market, Craft, 
Inc. is listing two of those. Craft, Inc. has two of the three pending sales. Inc. is listing two of those. Craft, Inc. has two of the three pending sales. 

Craft, Inc. also had the first closing for 2023. There are still plenty of buyers Craft, Inc. also had the first closing for 2023. There are still plenty of buyers 
looking in Bent Tree but there is very little inventory to sell them. If you are looking in Bent Tree but there is very little inventory to sell them. If you are 
considering selling your home, please contact us. Craft outsold every other considering selling your home, please contact us. Craft outsold every other 

brokerage in Bent Tree in 2022. We have the knowledge, the experience, and brokerage in Bent Tree in 2022. We have the knowledge, the experience, and 
the contacts to sell your home for top dollar. the contacts to sell your home for top dollar. 

90 Duffer Drive 
$419,900 

3BD/3BA. Ranch home w/3 bedroom suites, 
on golf course, screened porch, three bay 

detached garage.

3976 Tamarack Drive
$349,000

3BD/2BA. Home office, ranch home  
over crawl space, 2-car garage, 

 .95 acre level lot. 

35 Tamarack Court
 $325,000

3BD/2BA. Primary bedroom on the main floor, 
two car garage,and walking distance to 

19th Hole and Tavern. 

◆

Bob McCallum, 
Broker

404-502-8644

Carol Hutchison
404-281-2281

Maxie Kelley
706-692-9343

Lynn Manni
678-480-6944

Gary McCallister
941-374-3676

Dave Ward
678-773-1782

Rhonda Witmer, 
Associate Broker

770-653-4088

Katie Witmer Hall, 
Associate Broker

706-766-9222

223 Coffey Cove
$599,000

3BD/3.5BA. Primary bedroom on main,  
2-car garage, level driveway, family room  

on terrace level, screened porch,  
seasonal views.

550 Little Hendricks Mountain Road
$549,000

3BD/3.5BA. Built in 2006, this home features long 
range views, primary bedroom on the main level, 2 

BD's upstairs, a two car garage, recreational room on 
the terrace level, two additional rooms on the terrace 

level to use as you need, and lots of storage too.

110 Mole Mountain Court
$679,000

4BD/3.5BA. Beautiful executive home with  
two kitchens, owner's suite on main,  
long range views, sun room, formal  

dining room, 2-car garage.

46 Oglethorpe Mtn Ct
$210,000

2BD/2BA. Sunroom, seasonal views,  
1.33 acre lot, workshop in crawl space. 

◆

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD


